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against law enforcement and encouraaing offenders to get on board with abolition groups.
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Our collective encourages any-and-all. forms of revelt and
insurrection against global anti-blackness, white supremacy,, colonialism, -
capitalism, and heteropatriarchy. We also aim to facilitate the growth of 2
progressive political consciousness that is deliberately anti-patriotic and
against all forms of U.S. nationalism. ¢ '
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We support the intellectual struggle and advocate for the building of mass-

- based projects-for anti-racist, anti-capitalist, and anti-patriarchal polﬁtital
_education. g 3 / : 11 B
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prisoners to amd from,chow, -even making them: remove
their shoes. "They were looking for staples and chunks
of paperclips,, the  steff we used to. jam the locks,”
explained one guerrilla. "But. what we.did, we hid the
staples in our mouths and re~doubled : our.. lack-jamﬂ,ng
right ‘under their noses.” When' D2A sabotaged. :the :drink
dispensers, causing water to pour out onto. the floor of

the chow hall, maintenance put & lock on the handle,
That same day, D2A 3amned the lock,’ makihg it impossible
to fill the dispenser. When they cut off the lock' td
£i11 :u., DZA sabotagad ir agam, eausing water to spill

Guerrillas but the' mmse off ‘of thme staff computers
and placed them in a menild’' enveldpe addréssed to  the
warden with a note inside. It said) ",Three blind mices..
Three blind mice... ~~D2A.7 They used prayer-oil’ bottles

filled with salt vater to fry several other computers,

They jammed all the locks that, had been x:epIaced, t;hen
jammed them again. =

“Even though there were very few of us, we'ere in all'
three blocks, 0 we had ‘access to'all the offices.’ With
Just six people, you could jam every lock down every
single hallvay. The comiiissacy vas always starting"laﬁ'e
because their door was jammed. That made the comissary‘
lady, a real tyrant, havé £6 work late past her' shift,
said one guerrilla. “Also, we startéd using the black

gunk from the windows -and doérs and ‘putting it on: “the

staples we jaumed intc locks. That way, when staff put
their ‘key ‘in, tthat: black gunk wotild J.odge the stapl in
there and make 2’ real méss. They had to’ replace al “the
locks. That had to be expensive.” R

Very shortly, ‘the food greatly improved: and’ the ‘food

portions increased. “Really, we only wanted whiat we were
entitled to,” a guetrilla said.’ "They had" beéu skiﬁqaing

on’ us for 'a long time, robbing us of cur fdod. We

wersn't getting portions as required by’ policy. Cmeh tne
came along, and we' Started getting fed wight.™ - °
“Then, a posting was placed on the bulletin baar:ds in

| the housing units: The director of the department Tdd
| changed policy regarding 'state pay. “Rather than ailawmg
| for collection of court ‘costs to reduce’ prisoners to

only §10 per wonth, prisoners could rétain $15.’ ‘For the

majority of prisoners,’this constituted a pay réise. -

"It seems like too much of a coincidence to think that

‘ this’ policy change octurring during - the D2A° caspaign “had

nothing to do with our démands," ' a guerm.lla aomnented.
“They’ would never admit it, ‘but that was 2 te ponse to
what we were doing, Guaranteed.” ' S
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“The Conditions Factory decided to create a separate,,
underground organization: Death 2 Authority (D2A). . .. .
"ty was significant that ‘the name was Dé;a‘_h;j;z
Authﬁr:tty rather than Deéth 2 the Ant:horities, ‘said'a
guerrilla, "It wasn't a mattet of death to'a ‘warden ‘or
to ‘sn administratér, but 'death to the institution of
aut:hority. You ‘can't just get k‘isi of 4 petson 1n|'
am:hority, ymx have to rid of authbrity pez:iod. ‘

In order to c:onfuse _enefiy is toé theégl nmbepr:é _
they designated themselves as Column &. "
thrgugh tﬁ‘?ge didn't. exist, but. prisom. -administrators
had no way to know that,” one guerrilla explained.

"There was only six of us, and we never numbered. MOTE
than . ten, but the. administration was convim,ed them was
fifty or a hundred.of us.” :

- They began their actions. in Match 2008, sending a
commmique to the warden and to the major, telling them

would. not get, control of .their prison back. until
DZA's demands were met. Some of the demands, like better
food. and - larger port:ions, were demands the prison could-
=. and did --meet. But, others, such as increasing state
pay, . were. policy decisions that had to be addressed by
the . departuent . itself. . "We .knew that,"”  said one
- giierrilia. "We did that on putpose. We knew Toledo
couldn't meet demands without. getting central office
involved, and for that to. happen, central office would
have. to know  there was .an. \mdergrmmd guerrilla
resistmce happening at the pr;lsm So, we figured the
demand _ wouldn't be met. and we could go right m
resisting ‘That was, really the plen all along anyhow.”

. The. same day. that the warden received the first D2A
cmmmzlque -(no- fingerprints, disguised handuriting),.
guerrillas jamed the locks of the commissary, the unit
mqnagers' offices,, the case managers'. offices, ..the
education supervisor's office, and -several locks in the
kitchen. Potatoes were jammed into. the chow-hall drains,
causing  the pan-room sink . water . to. flood the entire
kitchen and officers' dining hall The .. symbol for D2A
vas scravled on_a wall in t:he hallway .

So . as; to not draw attention s:o the problen,
adm:.nistrators had the locksmith .work on third shift,
unjamming and-replacing the locks, This. prevented other
prisoners from seeing  just how dismptive 10ck~3aming
really was. ..

"Their biggest fear was that other pr:impmra wonld
join  in," . a guerrilla observed. “They want:ed no
attention ch:awn to what was going on.” .

Inmdiately, the .administration reacted. They - lined
corrections officers ..in .the hallway to shake dosm




They 'began w:it:ing progects and sent. the Ffinished
project to fme»world &namhists who printed of f .copies
of their. work. .They .called. themselves The Conditions
Factory, ‘based on a quote by George. Jackson (“Where the
cond tions for revoluticn are 0ot pr:eaent, they must be

actured. ..., l‘hey- mmfactured the conditions. for
revolutiWw in 'Eha Cmdﬁ;ims Factory. As they %mdied
more  and more, . of the partic::i parsta _became
proclaimed Anamhists@ They saw that no one muld be
free so long. as the State ekxisted. But how cmﬁd a
handful ef prisaners in Toledo do any‘i:hing to tesist the,

St.ﬂﬁ? ‘st udy group: began to address that question. -‘Ihey

brain*st@rmd 'mey arm:e‘ ‘‘‘‘‘‘ q mp !;heir ¥R mai.smnce
mamal

‘The matual covered' a wide mtsge ‘of topieso it be,,&n,
with - ‘organfzing, ‘how to held meetj.ﬁgsw “Then' ﬁzheyf
discussed methods of ‘fesistance they could' undertake’
against the prison.  Sabotage included cutting phone
cords with toenail - ‘cldppers, -stealing paperwork from
staff, jamming locks with paperclips of staples. Theft
of resources includeé _stealing’ food from 'the chowhall
throwing away cips and Spogns,’ “and ‘punéhiing h@lgs
aid 1k bags ‘to let mﬂk T, d@wp the drain t@ fo
ehemy to pﬁmhase more resmes o

Third, they devieloped 3 strategy for what ‘to 4o vhen,
going to the hole. They felt it 'was best to prepare ‘for
getting caught so that, if and when it happened, it
would -not.- be.such’'a shocking ofdesl. They brain-stormed
ways in which resisters.in population . could support
coftades in the hole. They @tchanged pm“witten 3‘éx:ter:s,
t0 supporters ‘and friends so that) if anymxe was ¢ T
he'would kuow that friends and family would soon receive'
lettérs and know How to make phone calls’ and' supgo. _him
!:hmugh his m’deal, '

ot |

ghe

'rhey_ maée axrangements

gx:eat aiieal of skept.mism thas; any kmd @f resistance can','
happen, and even if it happens, it” won't’ ch
anything,” one guerrilla ohserved, "So. 'what }_‘ .
doing, whether we knew it or not, was rea:!ly‘___ gr:mnd~
breaking., We didn't se¢ it that way, but it was.®
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it tacred sinple enough, A éoiple guys in AShlock
wanted to form a feading and discussion group, They sat

- ddwn_in the day-room with four others and wrote letters

for  free . litersture . to  boske-to-priscners. groups,
inqluding arﬁwp;eipf g ‘A?m G,’With 5 the mteﬁialg, they
received, they began a discussion, The first bock: ABCs
of Anarchism by Alexander Berkman, The secord book was
Gsorge Jackson's, Blood in My e e peme e B 3wl s
In order to deal with snooping staff and. snitches,
pacticipants in.the discussion group brought, hibles. to
the. meetings and, wheénever anyone . approached, they
pretended .to have 4 bible study. In reality, they
discissed whether  government was . thelr enemy: and what
they. could do abéut that enemy. . _ e UL g




Maroon Abolitionists: Black Gender Oppressed Activists in
the Anti-Prison Movement in the US and'Canada — Julia C
In the Belly: an abolitionist journal Vol. 1 — Inaugural Issue
(2020)® -
. In the Belly: an abolitionist journal Vol. 5 — (2021)*
In the Belly: an abolitionist journal Roundtable on The
Imprisoned Black Radical Tradition (2021) -~
In the Belly: an abolitionist journal Poetry Issue No. 1 (2021)*
Chicago Books to Women in Prison Order Form '
First Amendment Rights Primer on Prison Censorship
‘Anarchist Guide for Understanding Gestapo Swine
" Interrogation Mind Games — Harold Thompson®
Handbook Surviving Solitary Confinement ~ Khalfani Malik
Khaldun® ' : : .
How to Use a.Law Library — J. Salerno® -
Criminal Law Concepts — J. Salerno®

. Jailhouse Lawyers Speak: Information Guide (2020)*

Steel Sharpens Steel #2: Starting Up andy Groups inA Prison -

— Cayote*

Death 2 Authority®

Consensus Decision Making st g

'Meéeting Facilitation: The—No-Maéic Method o
‘Starting an Anarchist Black Cross Group: A Guide (2018)

| COVID-19 Vaccine Fact Sheet (prison mailer)

¢ Mapping Our Madness — The Icarus Project

i Friends Make the Best Medicine — The Icarus Project

.' @mweﬁapﬂudﬂmgmwdx,bmlhdlhotmmlmbmmmmmbodmh.

Starting Up Study Groups
Fov me, it is imperative to provide literature and to heightsn the level of consclousness in the dark,

% @ new mesning, with new pirpose and direction. | feel that people who are conclous are
:::mo e consclous pesple are the ones whe usually sirive to male real changes, and alm to
mmm.,m.mmmummmmmmmmmm
tiis new consclowsness and they begin to § icie @ new respect for inunanity, for the strupsle, for
m,mmm»mmwmmmudmhwwwm
aWWMMHmThmwwphmunthm,m&mmm
slivers to call thelr shots for them, they’re copable of making prudent cholces on their own.
Conscious people are the ones who “know®, ond they're the enes who act on their knowledge, and
@MWWMM@dME;Mcwﬂ,mMMM&,MM
@mmw,wmmmmmmmwwmmm

While professionals analyze our situation in the struggle attempting to
understand it, we #ve it. We're not part of the privileged class that has the
luxury to educate themselves—those who can drop time to write about (no
my bad—the time to “articulatc™) contradictions. Egr the most part, we the
Bandannas understand our focked-up situation can be thanked to the
Suits and Ties up on the roof of those megecity sky scrappers. Yet
once you infroduce revolutionary kmowledge to a Bandanna, it is almost
inevitable they become a comrade of the international struggle, a,
reincarnated being that understands how dual power comes, in part, fom
a diversity of tactics, and possibly in some instances the barrel crf‘a gun.
Abolitionist does not meaa pacific. Now -transformed into this mew
conscious, principled, aud commune-minded being, thisa new Human,
the Bandana being typically immerses themself in the
process of transforming their fellow Bandana's comsciousness. Peep
the diagram below:




Direct Actiea: Direct action means that instead of relying on someone else to act
tor you (such as 3 politician) act for yourself. 1t is any aclion which peuple them-
‘seives decide upon and arganise themseives that is based on their own collective
strength and does not rely on getling intermediates to act for them. Examples of
direct action include strikes, boycotts, sabotage, insurvections and civil disubedi-
ence. Digect action can also be libratory because it puts powes in the hands of ordi-

nary people; insicad of relying on someone else 1o do something - we do 1 ous-
selves.

T}-\"E N‘?‘t.;yz Ty & ¢ L;iu, O\' ﬂ*t

= COMPLEX.
Liﬁgééiwafé&

STEEL
SHARPENS
“TEEL

STARTING
]
STUDY
GROUPS
IN
PRISON


Casey Goonan

Casey Goonan

Casey Goonan

Casey Goonan

Casey Goonan


How to Get a Study Group Going

=

Hmmnwwy-mget‘ndy‘nwmyumhnmhmadﬁgunmdxbm :
metheds that work fer you and your conwades under the existing conditions, and you have to have the

mecessary reading materisls, books, i papers and kite on hamnd.

Here is an- of 2 basic format o how to get 3 study program going for you and your comwades (se=
below). ﬂm%qnbdﬂl%i-ﬂ.hﬂnnﬁumdﬂ“lmm
Wy“wdohywaaﬂywrndc(u)wimﬂym(s)mmmpck -nhcet.%&z
*snarchism”, o “solidarity”, for cample. You guys are to write the definition and 3 abeout
ﬂaubjﬂ.hdmﬂmiﬂ:@w&ﬂmmwﬂmawﬁnma
Pege, o even an esssy (Whatever you decide) on wist “snerchiom”, or “solidarity” (or both) means 20 you
snd how you can spply & in your everyday lives. And then after tht, you guys will write 3 summary on what
you've learned from this end (study seesien). Here's an cmmple:

DEFINITIONS AND SENTENCES

©  ANARCHISM: (Defimition(s))
A (sertence)
B (sentence)

¢ SOLIDARITY: (Definition(s))
A (eentence)
(There will be kike 30 words)
@~ Anarchism: (what it means to me and how can | aﬁyply it to ny everyday life)
®  Write 2 summary of what you've read and of what you learned from thia._endcavor (session).
Another thing to do i to give your ‘redes, or study partners, an essay assignment to write with like 20
Guestions pertaining to what you've studied. So in the case of your studies on anarchiem, you would make

teste for your comrades (or have them make tests for themeelves), 20 questions or so about what they're
reading, ebe.

Avmhzrgoa&waymg&atypeofmﬂymmsom&nadnngthml|-l<gtocan‘nc=|d\arpcn3-u:e|.

Which is basically an T ‘of dialog w*hya:mdmm’dypmmrdvrwshamof'htu
Basically, a aoptcvn“bed\osen fike eay for le “rai , or “the definition of real”, or
“solidarity”, or mptcyouguysﬁselmahmbedncm-edmﬂavgﬂmandﬂmudv ‘rade will write a

Lite to the other, taking turns discussing thet topic in length. And if you have the resources to do it, when
you guys are done, you can evilfThave these kites typed up, or tranecribed, and Xerowed copied eo that you
anpauthueommyourcdzrmmmdu,mﬂvcymrudﬂmnmdm:dydwmhhhunmm or you can
even%zvethmmnvedmmmlt:pstawzymgetmnnpoﬁamodungeddmbgmmmtha
commckwhcreeachofym.zswbmgoﬁofachod‘ermamythﬂ wous ave both learming and growing from
thatpmrtwcudmgt:,andvtsahoawayforyvuMcrut:ymwmundcrgmundhmnmre,thtmlyym
and your 'redes will read, or if you want, you can make it something that everybody you deem worthy can
read and learn from. These are just little “steel sharpens steel” zines. That's what 1 call them, but you can call
them what you want, it's basically just raw, uncut, guerrilla thought and talk at its finest!

Another thing o do, after you and your ‘rades have studied certain subjects for a certain amount of time,
get a litle trivis game going where you guys quiz each other, to see how much knowledge you've retained.
Thie will definitely keep you sharp and on your inteflectual toes!

There are different ways to organize study groups and to conduct study sessions and to have open dialogue
and debates going, anything to keep you sharp and intellectually stimulated is good. This is all about
elevating yourself, n-abanpmgrmonandgmwthhymgmbmrymnpomtmmh&,andhymgw
make thinge Bttter for your comrades too.

Three Levels of Prison OIanizing

| I think that there are three levels of political organizing here in California
prisons. The first, to achieve unity, respect, and understanding amongst the
oppressed. Second, to build the political consciousness 6f the people. Third,
to mobilize the people towards emancipation thru radical sets of politics.
Rightnow, we are at work on level two.

The first level of struggle is one of peace and unity, In
prisons here in Cali, this was exercised throughout the hunger
strikes. But didn’t really make an impact until the ones in 2011,

Which is when the “Agreement to End Hostilities” came into
effect. Due to the influence that prisoners have out there, 'we can
expect that what happens in prisons is then practiced on the
street amongst the barrios-neighborhoods. To achieve peace and

- ynity amongst the oppressed - and therefore spreading this
practice to the rest of the public.

Second, is the level of knowledge and growth, where we
convert the prisons into some type of school, an educational
campus so that oll that come in can study, learn and become
part of a seacher-student/ student-teacher method and way of
ife, as opposed to the banking system of education practiced in
capitalist society. This will- revolutionize the incorcerated
masses, whorn Will then take this new set of politics to the
neighborhoods-barrids to which they retuin, transforming the
ghettos,

Third and finally, is the level of mobilization, Once level -
1-2 have been accomplished, level 3 is the key to revolusionary
emancipation. The land stolen from the people will be returned
to-the people. The masses will own the means of production,
Institutions from the people for the people will be in every hood,
New tableoflamﬁrthemamswzﬂbesetbyrheomressed :
This will come only after ending imperialism, and, aswe Enow,
imperialism will not hand over power. It is up to us to take #.
To achieve this, we must practice this Hne not only locally, but
at an international level to bring independence to alf, This last -
level is a battle and only through practice we’ll know what we'ré
1p against here at home and how to defeat it. ;




What Anarchism Really Stands For

Anarchy comes (zom the Greek and literally means “no rulers.” Anaschusts ate

anu-authoritarians who seek to abolish domination. It is important to differentinte

between different two types of authosity: legitimate (or rational) authority and ille-

gitumale {or insiional) suthority. In other woeds, there’s a difference between being

an authonty amd having authority. Being an sutharity means that a person is recog-

msed as competcnt for any pasticular task based on her or his knowledge and indi-

vidual shills. It is sucially ackmowledged expentise. Legitimate authocities are
cuperts who arc particularly knowledgeable, skilful or wise in any pasticular asea.

1t may be 1n uur best interests to follow theis recommendations, but they have no
power to furce us to do so, nor should they. Legitimete suthority is this kind of
authority. the authority of an expest.

Having authority is a social relationship based on status and puwer derived from
a neraschical pasition withm 2 group. It means dividing society/the group into the
order givers and the ovder takers. The order givers, the assthorities, tell the osder tak-
¢rs what 10 Jo and they must obey. Thus is illegitimate suthority. A boss, for exam-
ple. 1s an illegitimate authority because employees must gbey his orders.  When
sumethung is Jdescribed as “authoritarien® it usually means that it uses illegitimate
autherity.

Hieraschy is essentially instinsionalised authonty. It is a pyramidal stnuctured
ganisation cunsisting of a series of grades, ranks or offices of increasing powers,
prestige, and/or remuncration. Those with lower ranks must obey those with high-
<r ranks. Hicrarchies maintain cuatrol by cocscion - the threal of acgative sanctioas
iphysical, economic, social, eic.) against those who doa't obey. Hierarchical organ-
1sations are, by definition, crganisations thal are run by elites. Those oa the top, the
clite, have moic power then those on the bottom. Hicrarchical autherity is the
authority that is inherent in any hierarchy. This is the same thing as illegitimate (or

fur this is domination.
Anaschism is extreme sceplicism of authority. The basic idea is 10 abolish dom-
.nmmhwdnmwmuwmf -

wt

Bt
i

Common Questions and Objections

What Woeuid Yeu Replace The State With?
Nothing. Would you replace a tumor?
i

ﬂmhvebmmﬁﬂumﬁﬁmofwhnmnﬁ:hiﬂmm) would look
tent with the earlier stated principles of anarchism is compatible with anarchy

2 non-hierarchical society. Most of these are not based on idle speculation but by
" jooking at how actually existing anarchist sucieties have worked. .

BUILD

urativnal) authority - that is, relations of command and obedience. Another name

like. Any vision that sbolishes the things anarchists sre opposed to and is consis- '

" There are, however, many institutions that have been proposed by anarchists to run -

Taking notes and memorizing them is always important and will definiecly keep you sharp and refined. It's
good to be a note-taker. You have to keep your sword sharpened at 2ll times, ‘cuz you never know when
y«;u'?i?ﬁvetopu“hmtmmwnm'lhadoﬁmhaurmmuad\oqmandmhdpupﬁﬁtm
Taking notes and trying to memorize those notes is 2 good way 1o keep your sword sharpened. Just slways
remember, knowledge is nothing when it's idle. What makes 2 person intelligent = knowing how to put all
that knowledge to use, and use it to make good trings happen. That doesn't only make you intelligent, but it
makes you dangerous!

To get study groups going, everywudy hias to be sericus and commiitted to clevating themselves and their

comrades. You can even make 2 litle list of “do’s and don’ts” and if a ‘rede does something he's not

awrpvbadto&b,ofﬁﬂamdo.mneﬂving‘veiun!ppo_-!dmdo,hevluﬂ‘hvemdomlypeofwﬂting

sssigniment, like hand-write 3 copy of a piece of literature, or a chapter out of a book or something; and give
Tis hand-written copy of that piece of literature, or chapter out of a book, or whatever, to one of the

membere of the study group who needs that particular piece of literature. There are all kinds of things you
can do and ‘come up with, as long au s al productive and designed to uplift and benefit everybody in the
study group, that's all that matters. Dnce youse wheels start spinning. you'll figure out creative ways to get
study groups and eessions going. ‘

Sometitnes these sessions can be verbal seasions, like open dialogue, or even debates; and sometimes you can
switch it up and have written study sessions, ke essays, avticles, ies, book reports, and things like

. that You just have to make sure that there are encugh reading materials to go sround for everybody, do

what you gotta do to meke awe you and ol of your comvades are stacked up with 5 good amount of
liverature, ovem i you guys heve o inshe hond-written copies of entire books, or whetever it takes.

Elevati ires & ination. There's no belter time and place to kearn new things, Lo grow and clevate

ad.upy;miuﬁdtﬁh.ﬁ-ndmmywhnﬁ;hht.r"hm.manmmﬂmepriaonsime

universities if we're sevious sbout it. And i you're not serious about cultivating your

deﬂﬁ'Mﬂﬁyﬁ‘mmwmhlﬁ.Mmemm.M?

This is the pedagogy of the oppressid. Tivis is how we take control of our own lives, tuming 2 bad situation
iuahunﬁcﬂmmih'mm-mdvuwadrkwdu‘mwehwmaduau
oudmdmmvﬁﬁ;mqhghhmtﬂm@mitmmwithekvm'ng cur
thoughts. So here’s a blueprint on how to get started, now that you know, do &l

Kapﬂuﬁnmhnpywhunmnmtbﬁ*undywrnmdmmwnm‘m end yours.
kuﬁghbw&mmwawuﬂummﬂ'mmm
M“ﬂﬂhﬂaﬁpnmbﬂwﬁwmmwﬁmﬁﬂm
your way. So be ready, get your mind right and your geme tight, with purpose and meaning in your life.

Solidarity and Respect:
Coyot:

July 227, 26X
Anarchiet Black Croe
Nevada Pricon Chapia

LET'S GET ORGANIZED. LET'S GET OURSELVES TOGETHER! STAND FOR FREEDOM BE ABOUT
ACTION! BE FOR THE PEOPLE AND KEEP THAT REVOLUTIONARY LOVE IN YOUR HEART


Casey Goonan

Casey Goonan

Casey Goonan
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Also, what's amazing is how aside from the
constant harassment due to my active
602'ing, my filing a 602 against a rule
violation | received was used against me at
my parole board hearing— claiming that |
was not owning up to my actions, my
“criminal mentality” was causing me to
make excuses instead of taking
accountability. This alone added another
five years to my sentence as | was deemed
“unsuitable” to re-enter society. This is
exactly what we mean when we say “the
seemingly contradictory actions of CDCr
serve a major purpose— docility.” If a 602
really amended injustices and solved issues
of misconduct, prisoners wouldn't have to
put their lives on the line through hunger
strikes and other forms of resistance,
causing them to sacrifice any chance at
freedom due to the rule violations and the
parole denials that follow, simply for -
demanding better conditions. Here in
California, prior to California’s 2013 mass
hunger and work strikes, there was a gang
validation system to place you in the SHU
for a minimum of six years. However, there
was no guarantee that someone’s time in
solitéry would have an end date, leading
some to be confined to the hole, with
minimal contact, programming, or
stimulation for decades. Not only was this
practice wrong and inhumane, but due to

the high number of Black, Indigenous,

and Raza individuals that get labeled as
gang, or “threat group,” it also serves to
further racialize and criminalize
communities that are already
overrepresented in the prison system. Many
of my comrades got validated for hunger
striking because it was viewed as “gang
activity;” the unity and strength of the
lumpen is always criminalized, but is the
only force the system truly fears— lumpen
mass mobilization and direct action. These
actions tend to install a sense of autonomy,
power, and love for your neighbor and those
around you. It is a beautiful moment when
the oppressed realizes who's the oppressor
and who and what our collective energy
needs to be directed towards. | truly believe
that just as in here where people unite
under the worst of conditions, people can
unite and do the same under fucked up
conditions out there. We shouldn't be afraid
of the fire that's already in front of us and
with us all seeking emancipation. We
shouldn’t be afraid of the sacrifice and the
struggle to come because Just as in here,
people will united even if it is the worst of
conditions, necessary to survive and work
towards that common goal of a better
future for us and the generations to come.
However, for that to happen we must fuel
the flame and let it all burn down to start

anew from the ashes.

&

Each generstion must discover its mission, fulfill it or betray it, in relative

opacity."—Franz Fanon

LABOR,PROTEST, §§ifi=—"
AND SOLIDARITY ==smges—

HUNGER STRIKES

7

A way incarcerated people have
historically and presently fought against
their poor treatment and inhumane living
conditions has been through strikes. It's
worth reminding the reader that such
action comes at extreme risk for those
organizing-- risk of solitary confinement,
stripping of privileges, write-ups that can
prevent them from going home, and so
on. | want to be explicit about this because
of the importance in respecting the
courage and determination of those that
do organize and protest on the inside.
Their behavior, which is often
characterized as criminal or being a
"trouble-maker," actually stems from a
place of such care and love that they are
willing to risk their personal safety to
better the conditions of everyone on the
inside. Recently in 2018, one of the more
public prison strikes took place, beginning
on August 21 and ending on Septermber
9--coinciding with the death of activist
George Jackson and the Attica prison riot. |
say'publlic because not only did this strike
happen across the United States, with
people incarcerated in other countries
standing in solidarity, but'also because the

general public was

7

SRRt rdading ;l!rﬁg.l,?_'-t‘hn

able to bear witness. . Protest, strikes,
and videos, these public displays are
necessary to make change to the
conditions of prisons, with the hope that
one day they will be abolished
altogether. As it is, there is very little
information about what goes on inside -
prisons-- they are meant to make
people disappear, to serve as an
abstract threat to the public to maintain
control. The importance of taking action
sheds light on the dehumanization that
occurs on the inside, it forces the private
to become public. They force the
general public to recognize that,
according to Michel Foucault, "our
disregard for an incarcerated person's
humanity and the violence we condone
to happen to them" is something we
have control over. We, as people on the
outside, have the power to resist this
type of dehumanization that is
considered "apprqpriate" punishment,
and stand in solidarity with incarcerated

people worldwide.

et
FHk
Under the California Code of Regulations Title 15,
Section 3084.1, members of the incarcerated
population have the right to appeal any decision,
condition, or action by the California Department

of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) or its
staff by using a 602 form.




When it comes down to demanding one’s
human rights and bettering our living
conditions whether it is in the form of a strike
" or 602, the demands tend to vary state to
state. This doesn’t mean our struggle ain’t the
same, it just means that some places are
fucked up in different ways than others.
Regardless, we should always chip away at the
machine while working on abolishing it.
Prisons shouldn't exist in our communities;
our communities deserve better, our families
deserve better, and we deserve better. I've
participated in hunger and labor strikes
throughout my time behind bars away from
home and inside the belly of the beast. My first
group hunger strike was the 2071-2013
California Prison Hunger Strikes. The mission
of these actions was to shut down the SHU
program and solitary confinement, calling for
the release of all validated prisoners with
indeterminate SHU sentences back into the

general populations.

PERSPECTIVE

ALL OF US OR NONE

From that wave of power exercised by the lumpen
organizing inside prisons grew the Agreement to
End Hostilities that has implemented “peace”
amongst barrios in California with influence in all of
Southern, Centro, and Northern California. This was
an attempt to unite not only Chican@ nations, but
also Black, Brown, Firsp Nations, and all oppressed
peoples. For years now, the California Prisons have
turned into the dungeons where the lumpen build
community create structure across street, militant,
hood life schools of thought. | participated im the
2018 Naticlma_l Prison Hunger‘ Strike in solidarity with
prisoners across states, documenting my action
with a telephone. By doing-this, by showing direct
action and rejecting the dehumanization that we
endure on a daily basis, the abstract threat of the
prison becomes concrete. Those on the outside can
no longer maintain their paésive acceptance of the
system, but have to choose. There is no neutrality in
the oppression of others. When | did this, | was
searched every day for one week straight in an
attempt to find the phone and harass me during
the strike. My call to comrades led to a phone zap
that put pressure on the administration to to stop
their retaliation against me. It worked. I'm always
challenging the administration— through the 602
grievance process, documenting c/o behavior and
our (lack of) accessibility to program, disobeying
direct orders, and taking blows at the machinery
through fucking up state property (clogging pipes,
toilets, fucking up computers, sticking staples in

the locks and chains, etc.).

(76 8¢ cowrmueD)

WORK SKILLS

SURVIVING SHU TERMS

My first inmate assignment, also known
as my job, was to go to school and
achieve a GED. After doing so, | was
given a porter position/tier tender. For
me, this was a way to get out of the cell
in a place that was always locked down
— High Desert State Prison. | ended up
downstate in the SHU, solitary
confinement, at Corcoran, where | was
radicalized and became an active
participant and organizer of the 2013
hunger and work strikes. When | was
released from the SHU and went back to
the yard, | was given a porter position
again. Shortly after being assigned this
position, c/o’s began to see how |
organized on the tiers, help people with
their 602’s, and advance the goals of the
Agreement to End Hostilities (AEH), so
suddenly the c/o’s stopped letting me
out for work without giving me a 115.
While a 115 would have been procedure
for not going to work, not giving me a
rule violation was intentional so no
documentation could be traced back to
them. When | filed a 602 against those
that would not let me go to my
assignment, they threatened me with a
115. To my surprise, they decidéd they

would rather pay me as a bafber, when |

had never cut hair before, instead of
having me on the tiers. I've been given
RVR's and 115's before for not going to
my assigned job or class, although it
was never because | refused to go.
Instead, it was the tower or c/o that
never opened my cell. When | would
get the 115 and had to appear at my
hearing, my explanation as to what
happened was dismissed by the officer

_saying, “a c/o wouldn't lie or do that,”
implying that it was my fault. To them,
| deserved the punishment. When |
spoke out against it | was told to “602
it.” That phrase of 602'ing something is
very common amongst c/o’s to
prisoners because they know that no
matter what, there won't be any.
change, the percentage of a pig
indictment through a 602 is close to
none. With this, you can see how it is
impossible to talk about labor in CDCr
without also talking about 602's and
rule violations. A 602 often feels like a
process to figure out anc,l pinpoint |
wrongdoing without any change, to
give the illusion that something is
being done about the injustices

experienced by prisoners.

(Resvmeo Fom 5. 40)



“be a samiwal” (20 which, of course, was 2 Je | remember a iot of things about that moment.
1 remember ! was 18 wr. old | remember who | was in love with, Bt | also remember thinking )
muyﬂ.ﬂhmmmwmmhmw&'nmmmw \

= stantly, ! thought, this was a conspiracy to hide inowledge? | leamed that theve was 2 “ist” of
= W&MMMmMaWWMImmmmm
IWM%MMNMQIMMWMWMM'&'
is an ever growi to challenge, & frustrating to look @ st Created by the
wmmm& iy 2 White Sup /Odinist, that prides himself

for “banning 7he AdiReant newsietter from DOC” ;

Jumping forward about 2 year, { received 2 few zines (that were actually “banned”™ but
slipped thru due o the lazyness of pigz) these zines tuly heiped radicalize my thinking, &
gave me the revolutionasy perspective that helped mold me into who ! am today. The 3 zines
written by a dear Komrade & Hemmanito | never had the chance to meet The Komrade Jose \‘
Cruz AKA King Blaze (REST W POWER). These zines were “The Evolution of Ghetto Style Organ- \\\\

.‘,\

ization,” & “Riders of the Storm, 1 & Z° these zines actually lead to my first “Gang Related
Activity & Paraphemalia® DR & 30 Dayz in the hole for possessing them.

This was aiso the first—but far from last—experience of my poetry & writing, being sto- \\
len, censored, & banned, My letters leaving the prison started to disappear, never making them \\\\\
home. The ietters coming in started to vanish or show up a month late. & this follows w/ \
Wany storles of me. geting Ywown in confinement for my wHings & poelry. Now 1t s just the \ANAN
norm for me. One day | may write all of these stories, reaily getting into conceptuaiizng every \\
fuckn event, but RN 1 just write LT

mmamﬂc”auammhwmamorm&mw
is not rare inside. ide & all my homies & Komrades have experienced this constartly. This was
happening way before | thought to read Che's Guenlia Warfare or Komrade George's Soledad
Brother. Way before { fell in love w/ Assata or found True Kingizm thru King Blaze's zines. |
N can go on & on to tell you all of the bookz that | read that were banned just because a
N Komrade or | owned them. But that's not the point Something that begin to stick out to me,

/ Kwame

7/}); BeanZ Shakur, King Soloman, Komrade Heru, all 3 being buried on the SHU right now. Con-  jfii}

7/, spiracyz. Marcon Shoatz, Karen Smith, Rashid Johnson, Conspiracyz. Leonard Peltier, the gue-
Artifa

short stories & letters & communiguez | have written in the last 20 wz, & | can just Imagine
imhdmuimmdhnmdwmp&m&mwulmgaw
&mmMmmﬂhm&m&mmMm

|PLISONMENT ANO CENCORGEWR ARE CO-(OSTTTVAMVE
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1 was going %o start this letter with an old story, 2 stary about the first book that | ever did

ot receive because of Censorship Rules & the banning of books inside. And, ! will probably
g2t to a short version of that by the end of this. Bit as | think abewt censorship & the ban-
ning of books & of words & of thoughts & of ppl, | begin to understand this concept on an-
gther fevel | stast to realize that this is a conspiracy created by THE STATE

Especially today..
So iet me tell you a different story, a more recert one. A couple of days age, friday the 23nd
of september to be Bact, | was woke up @ about 7:45 AM fo a banging on my door. Nothing Z
new, However this time, there was ALOT of banging, & yelling, & about 15 pigs outside of my
door, More banging & yelling. Snarling & oinking & whatever other noises a gaggie of pigz
make together when ying to startie or scare. | guess they did not realize that there was a
thousand pound steel door in between us, & a prisoner that gave zero fucks about what they
were trying %o do or say. o

“! have not even brushed my teeth yet.. Bastards’
ulmammlw«mmhhema%mmuwm .
friday wake & bake... So fora l dered If | was g?-. Almost a Hetime worth
of rauma dealt to me by these pigs has caused nightmares of pigs trying to kil me for years.
Not to mention, the fow times they have actually Yied to kil me. But | quickly realized that,
“No, this is Not one of those nightmares, that 15 pigs @ my door has actually happened to
me over 50 times, & that ! will NEVER, EVER get use 0 R Aler a few minites of shi taling
i & a short stand-off, | see some “Real” street pigs Wrking in the background, With their camos
i on, & ! figure that now was probably the best time to smash any contraband | had. So smash
1 dic. This foliowed w/ handcuffs much too tght, slamming me into the wall a bit, while being
taken to the showers, & Stripped. Detumanized, demoralized. (Spread em. again. again.)} But
this time instead of taking ail of my property & throwing me back into an empty cell, | was
ffi chained, shackled, & Black Boxed Then | was dragged t0 a white patly wagon style van, with -
il no windows. This van was escorted by another black & white truck, a black undercover SW &
another patty wagon. Now, this was new. | had no ciue where | was being taken to—just the
M&W&mmmwmmmmw /
we arived @ the County Jail, | say we because they aiso had a Mexican homie rid- -
ing with me that } didn't really know, but he told me aimost the same moming scene, happen |
i to him. When they pulled up, they snatched him out firse, thrs the crack in the door | saw him

- As the state criminalized my words, I started to understand
why the “freedom of speech” has always felt foreign to me.
This “freedom” only exists out of the enslavement of speech ‘
and the enslavement of thoughts. My writings were chained
and imprisoned just like I was. I liberated my ability to write
from the oppressors. There are a few scars, but I'm alive and
well. Prison has almost killed me plenty of times. Cans and
cans of chemical agents. Jumped by the pigs while cuffed and
shackled. Getting stabbed in a war that was created by the
state. But never did I feel closer to death as when I thought
the system killed my writings. Prison kills in more ways than
we will ever imagine. :

“——
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—Komrade Underground

silence, Everything was followed by my silence. Every question, every comment, silence or
Ew.*mammmwmw—mwm&mm&
30 on. They were not even questioning me about any alleged “crime” bit | knew from expert
ence from this moment forward. We were there a few more hours & | was rack-
: uwum:muwmhadwmﬂw&mmmwe:mm
censor them. | just never thought it was going to happen to me. was one
:mmm’:@nwmwummwmmhmm
- been “This”. c«mmm:mmm.gwh‘;@:

W
A
N chance? a truly vic-
W\ Conspiracy? Something that never really happened? a crime of thought? or ¢

W timless crime? How do ! prove that this Is a conspiracy against me? To vanish me? To censor
me? To kil me? e .

N R Ry

To Care (verb)

To care is to give a shit




