


















WHAT DOES 
AUTONOMOUS
ACTION LOOK LIKE?
AUTONOMOUS ACTIONS CAN BE REALY BIG, like 
marches with thousands of  people. Mass autonomous actions like 
this happen when communities take direct action as a collective, 
without being led by any singular person, nonprofit, or other type 
of  organization. Autonomous action means everyone is looking out 
for each other’s safety, access, and needs while we’re in the streets 
together; and no one is “in charge” of  policing people’s behavior or 
telling a crowd what to do. Anyone can call for an autonomous 
action: you don’t have to have any “organizing” experience, 
political connections, or clout to have the right to call on your 
community to take direct action.  Sometimes autonomous actions 
are called for by individuals, sometimes they are called for by 
underground networks or collectives, and often they are called for 
anonymously. 

They can also start out as actions that an organization or “leader” 
has called for and is trying to control. Any Black person who shows 
up in the streets has the right to be free and encourage others to 
exercise their autonomy as well. This means that even if  the 
“organizers” of  an action are trying to tell folks what they can and 
can’t do, we don’t have to listen. Sometimes folks who don’t want to 
be told how to act can even initiate marches that break away from 
actions that are being controlled by nonprofits or celebrity activists. 

- BAYARD RUSTIN


