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struggled against the first Control Unit at Marion Federal Penitentiary,
that his case became a public concern. Ervin's own legal challenges
and an international campaign eventually led to his release from prison
after 15 years of incarceration.

After his release in 1984, Ervin returned to Chattanooga, where for
over ten years he remained active with the Concerned Citizens for
Justice, a local civil rights group, fighting police brutality and organizing
against the Ku Klux Klan. In 1987 Ervin helped organize a major
mobilization against the Klan that resulted in the Klan being run out of
town. Also in 1987, Ervin was primarily responsible for the filing of a
major civil rights lawsuit that successfully forced the city of Chattanooga
to change its structure of governance on the basis that it systematically
disempowered the Black community.

In retaliation for his activism, the white power structure has sought to
frame Ervin up on many charges, one being his arrest on misdemeanor
charges in the “Chattanooga 8” case for the disruption of a pavement
“memorial” by local police. In that case, Ervin was arrested with several
other activists in the Ad Hoc Coalition Against Racism and Police
Brutality (which succeeded the Concerned Citizens for Justice) for his
participation in a demonstration against the failure of a grand jury to
bring any criminal charges against policemen who choked a Black
motorist, Larry Powell, to death in February 1993.

Again, in 1998, the state disruption law was used to arrest Ervin and
two of his comrades in the BANCO Copwatch group in Chattanooga,
who tried to speak out at City Hall against police brutality in the wake of
the shooting death of two young Black men. Ervin and the others were
singled out from among 200 people, were beaten and charged and then
sentenced to misdemeanor prison sentences (suspended, because of
the international Chattanooga 3 campaign, which also forced the
government to drop felony charges against Lorenzo).

Now living in Memphis, Tennessee, Ervin works with the newly formed
Anarchist Black Cross Committee on Racism and Mass Imprisonment
based in Memphis, TN., and the Poor Peoples Survival Movement. He
has travelled all over the world teaching community organizing
techniques, Anarchist political theory and building campaigns against
racism and police brutality, and for the human rights of prisoners.
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anti—war organizer and was court­martialed), he joined the Student
Non­violent Coordinating Committee in 1967 shortly before it merged
(temporarily) with the more militant Black Panther Party.

In the wake of the urban Black rebellions that rocked the U.S. After the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the Spring of 1968, an
attempt was made to frame Ervin on weapons charges and for planning
to kill a local Klan leader. To escape prosecution in these charges Ervin
hijacked a plane to Cuba in February 1969. It was while in Cuba and
later in the then­Republic of Czechoslovakia, that he first became
disillusioned with state socialism, recognizing it as dictatorship, period,
not the "dictatorship of the proletariat" as various Communist M
governments claimed. In Prague (the Czechoslovak capital), Ervin was
betrayed to U.S. officials by pro­CIA elements left over from the Dubcek
regime shortly after the Soviet invasion of the country.

Briefly captured and held at the American Consulate, he fled to East
Berlin where he was kidnapped by a special team of American and
West German special agents sent to recapture him. He was drugged
and tortured during interrogation in the basement of the U.S. Consulate
for almost a week and after almost dying from this mistreatment, he was
illegally brought back to the U.S. where it was falsely announced by the
State department and the FBI in a press conference that ho had "turned
himself in" at JFK airport.

After a farce of a trial in a small town in Georgia, where he faced the
death penalty before an all­white judge, jury, prosecutor and defense
attorneys (the latter appointed by the court), he was sentenced to the
rest of his life in prison, two life terms. Ervin remained politically active
in prison where he was first introduced to the ideals of Anarchism in the
late 1970s. He read many books on the subject sent by prison book
clubs and the Anarchist Black Cross, an international prisoner support
movement, adopted his case. Also in prison, Ervin wrote several
Anarchist pamphlets that are probably the most widely read writings on
anarchism and the Black liberation movement. Anarchism and the Black
Revolution is still popular and has gone through several printings.

He was also involved in many prison struggles, the early 1970s prison
union organizing campaigns and the Black prisoner movement of that
period. He also became part of the National Lawyers Guild’s Jailhouse
Lawyer Program, and brought a number of lawsuits over prison
conditions, and the democratic and human rights of prisoners. Because
of years of solitary confinement and prison mail censorship, his case
was kept in obscurity and it was not until he was one of the “Marion
Brothers,” a group of prisoners who became well known as they
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Lorenzo Komboa Ervin was born and raised in Chattanooga,
Tennessee in 1947; what he calls the "...segregated South..." was an
environment of violence, racism, poverty and rejection. A youth street
gang member, Ervin joined the NAACP youth group when he was 12
years old and took part in the 1960 sit­in protests which changed racial
discrimination in public accommodations in the city. After being drafted
and after serving two years in the U.S. Army, (where he was a Vietnam
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3) Make sure that there is an independent anti­racist movement
inside the organization which can put maximum pressure on the
leaders of the organization to make major changes, or else close
down shop.

4) Never back away or withdraw from a racist group, you have the
absolute duty to stay and fight within a racist structure to
transform it, or smash it in the internal fight over racism. You
must organize others to work with you, both whites and POC,
and build a powerful caucus which can check the leaders and
racist members of the board.

5) Force the group to deal with anti­racism/anti—colonialism as
the core concern of the group, no matter what else is on the
agenda.

6) Make the group unite with the political agenda of POC, and
their liberation movements, and force the group to provide these
POC organizations with material and political support, without
any preconditions.

7) Make the white social justice group raise issues that effect
communities of color, and not just a white rights agenda.

8) Make sure that when a broad­based social change movement or
project is being created, that the group contacts and attempts to
bring in POC groups at the planning stages, so it can be known if
racism is a problem from the very beginning, and to give them a
voice.

9) Use your white privilege and build an anti­racist liberation
support movement, accountable to POC communities and
organizations.

10) Do not hire, or allow the group to hire Black and other POCs
just for window dressing in social change movement, but give
them the power and room to do their jobs without interference
from jealous or racist members of the group. Make sure that they
have all the support and backing of the group, and do not have to
demean or prostitute themselves to keep the job. Do not allow
them to be fired without any support or struggle.
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1) Never tolerate racism in any form. This includes racist jokes
among the whites, harassing POC, covering up racist incidents
[no matter how miniscule]. We cannot allow racist culture to
take over an organization, it makes hypocrites of all white
activists in social justice and Left radical tendencies. Such
people have to be challenged and expelled from the movement.

2) Make sure all POC inside your organizations have a full voice,
and internal organization of their own, and assure them that the
anti­racist whites have got their back.
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They see themselves at the center of things and nothing can happen unless
they lead it, but they refuse to challenge their own racism and privilege. Can
white people be reeducated? Yes, but they must be willing to change and follow
the leadership of folks who have suffered historically from racism and internal
colonialism. The fact is what routinely happens to peoples of color, the
murders, beatings by police, mass unemployment, community wide poverty,
mass imprisonment, and record infant mortality, and so many other effects of
structural racism and internal colonialism, rarely happen to white people, and
that is why when it does to any degree, it is called fascism. Yet, since the
1960’s, white radicals have focused on right­wing paramilitary movements,
rather the rise of the corporate state, the mass imprisonment of peoples of
color, and paramilitary policing in communities of color.
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