solitary confinement and prison mail censorship, his case was kept in
obscurity and it was not until he was one of the "Marion Brothers,” a group
of prisoners wha became well known as they struggled against the first : -

Control Unit at Marion Federal Penitentiary, that his case became a public ‘ e P'o 'es s. ’ e
concern. Ervin's own legal challenges and an international campaign ' N . | -
eventually led to his release from prison after 15 years of incarceration. :

After his release in 1984, Ervin retumed to Chattanooga, where for N -
over ten years, he remained active with the Concerned Citizens for Justice, ant atl on -

a local civil rights group, fighting police brutality and organizing against the _—_— o - N

Ku Klux Klan. In 1987 Ervin helped organize a major mobilization against R - l - - .

the Klan that resuited in the Klan being run out of town. Also in 1987, Ervin 49 ) n & J

was primarily responsible for the filing of a major civil rights lawsuit that . ac.ls nSIde Whlte Radlcal
successfully forced the city of Chattanooga to change its structure of - -
govemance on the basis that it systematically disempowered the Black soclal Change ol’ganlzatlons
community. -

In retaliation for his activism, the white power structure has sought to
frame Ervin up on many charges, one being his arrest on misdemeanor
charges in the "Chattanooga 8" case for disruption of a sidewalk ‘memorial’
by local police. In that case, Ervin was arrested with sevetal other activists
in the Ad Hoc Coalition Against Racism and Police Brutality (which
succeeded the Concerned Citizens for Justice) for his participation in a
demanstration against the faiture of a grand jury to bring any criminal
charges against policemen who choked a Black motorist, Larry Pawell, to
death in February 1993.

Again, in 1998, the state disruption law was used to arrest Ervin and
two of his comiades in the BANCC Copwatch group in Chattanocga, who
tried to speak out at City Hall against police brutality in the wake of the
shooting death of two young Black men. Ervin and the others were singled
out from among 200 people, were beaten and charged and then sentenced
to misdemeanor prison sentences {suspenced, because of the international
Chattanooga 3 campaign, which also forced the government to drop felony
charges against Lorenzo).

Now living in Memphis, Tennessee, Ervin works with the newly
formed Anarchist Black Cross Committee on Racism and Mass
imprisonment based in Memphis, TN., and the Poor Peoples Survival
Movement. He has traveled all over the world teaching community
organizing techniques, Anarchist political theory and building campaigns
against racism and police brutality, and for the human rights of prisoners.
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The Progressive Plantation: Racism inside
Radical Social Change Organizations. vl
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Internal Racism: the example of Anarchism.

Plantation Politics and the Left

Who Said You Were an Anti-Racist Ally?

Musions of the Left and Liberals: But I'm an Anarchist, Communist,
Socialist, or Liberal Progressive, and cannot possibly be a racist.
Pacifism as defeatism: Class snobbery by white middle class groups.
Peaie and Justice Centers are one hell of place for Peoples of Color to
work.

House niggers of the Left. .

The white Left are afraid of white workers going over to fascism, but...
Occupy Wall Street, and Internal Racism Run Amok.

The Total Uselessness of anti-racist conscionsness raising.

What should I do about internal racism in my organization?

Introducton:
Contradictions of Race and Class in the Struggle

‘;j 1 first started writing about internal or institutional racism in
ragdical social change movement circles when I wrote the second
edition of my book, “Anarchism and the Black Revolution” in 1994.
That book reflected my frustrations in dealing with an almost all-
white Anarchist social movement that I have been identified with for
owver 40 years now. I have never accepted this internal racism as the
way it has to be, and have always been a critic and thorn in the side of
the Anarchist movement. Yet, they have never attempted to bring
Peoples of Color into full participation or give them an equal voice in
the movement, nor raise the issues affecting ther and their peoples,
which is drastically different from the white middle class’agenda, or
of white radicals generally. Since racism has to be overthrown,
instead of voluntarily changed by the white leadership, there isno
chance to reform these movements in most instances. They are
corrupt, as well as racist, but they are stronger than other groups
because they have corporate grant money at their disposal.

_ Even so, it isimportant for ant-racist/anti-colonial activists to
continue trying to dismantle racism inside these movements or
organizations, and failing that, to dismantle the groups themselves entirely.
if allowed to continue, they do more harm than good. Activists must
recognize the damage of internal racism, the politics which support it, and
how to deal with it, and then act swifily and forcefully, sometimes even
mathlessly. ‘

_ The truth is that most white activists who call themselves “anti-racist
radicals” cannot bring themselves to adopt the needed cold-blooded
efficiency and serious commitment that the task may require. They are
lured away from their task by friendships with other white people in the
group, their fear of being excluded or shunned, lack of commitment to the
struggl_e, lack of consistent support of peoples of color, and compromising
or selling out to their own deep-seated racism and political opportunism.
Somewhere in the back of their minds are self-doubts: “things can’t be this
bad {!]", “we do try to help some people[!1”, “these are good people I know
here, they could not possibly be all be racist”, or “they just need a little
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oppression of their peoples, fight for our liberation. The only issue is if
white radicals will be allies or enemies. 3 7

End
About the Author

A Short Biography of Lorenzo Komboa Ervin

Lorenzo Komboa Ervin was bom and raised in Chattanooga,
Tennessee in 1947; what he calis the "...segregated South..." was an
environment of violence, racism, poverty and rejection. A youth street gang
member, Ervin joined the NAACP youth group when he was 12 years old
and took part in the 1960 sit-in protests which changed racial discrimination
in public accommodations in the city. After being drafted and after serving
two years in the U.S. Army, (where he was a Vietnam anti-war organizer
and was court-martialed), he joined the.Student Non-violent Coordinating
Committee in 1967 shortly before it merged {temporarily) with the more

militant Black Panther Party. _
'In the wake of the urban Black rebellions that rocked the U.S. after

the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the Spring of 1968, an
attempt was made to frame Ervin on weapons charges and for planning to
kill a local Klan leader. To escape prosecution in these charges Ervin
hijacked a plane to Cuba in February 1969. It was while in Cuba and later
in the then-Republic of Czechoslovakia, that he first became disillusioned
with state socialism, recognizing it as dictatorship, period, not the
“dictatorship of the proletariat’ as various Communist governments
claimed. In Prague (the Czechoslovak capital), Ervin was betrayed to LU.S.
officials by pro-CIA etements left over from the Dubcek regime shortly after
the Soviet invasion of the country.

Briefly captured and held at the American Consulate, he fled to East
Berlin where he was kidnapped by a special team of American and West
German special agents sent to recapture him. He was drugged and
tortured during interrogation in the basement of the U.S. Consulate for
almost a week and after almost dying from this mistreatment, he was
ilegally brought back to the U.S. where it was falsely announced by the
State department and the FBI in a press conference that ho had "turned
himseif in" at JFK airport.

After a farce of a trial in a small town in Georgia, where he faced the
death pendity before an all-white judge, jury, prosecutor and defense
attorneys (the latter appointed by the court), he was sentenced to the rest

-of his fife in prison, two life terms. Ervin remained politically active in prison
" where he was first introduced ta the ideals of Anarchism in the late 1970s.

-He read many books on the subject sent by prison book clubs and the
" Anarchist Black Crass, an international prisoner support movement,

- adopted his case. Aisa in prison, Ervin wrote several Anarchist pamphlets
_ that are probably the most widely read writings on anarchism and the Black
:* liberation movement. Anarchism and the Black Revolution is stili popular
.. and has gone through several printings.

He was also involved in many prison struggles, the early 1970s
prison union organizing campaigns and the Black prisoner movement of
that period. He also became part of the National Lawyers Guild’s Jailhouse
Lawyer Program, and brought a number of lawsuits over prison conditions,
and the democratic and human rights of prisoners. Because of years of





























































