




















LAURA:I believe that any struggle of “primarily white middle class”
people has the danger of being irrelevant to real social change unless it
allies itself with the struggles of oppressed people. This country has a great
track record for buying off sectors that have privilege. Once that happens,
not only do things stay the same, they get worse. But even more than
that, I feel that we cannot be full human beings unless we fight for all the
oppressed. Otherwise, our struggle is just as individualist and racist as the
dominant society. In that case, we'll never win anything worth ﬁghtil:?
for. I think the queer movement needs to talk to other movements an
comrnunities, in order to work out common strategies and figure out how
to support one another. I think we need to talk to groups in the national
liberation struggles in order to figure out how to set our agenda and

strategy —- like what demands can we raise in the fights about AIDS that
can hg?;) other communities fighting ATDS? It’s a struggle, not necessarily
an easy process, but it’s crucial. It’s zfso true that our movement has already
adopted lessons from other movements -- often without even realizing or
recognizing it. We've especially incorporated strategic concepts developed
(at a high cost!) by the %lack {ibera.tion strugele from the givil Rights
movement to the Black Power and human rights struggle. It’s no accident
that Stonewall’s leadership was Third World gay men and lesbians. So 1
think it’s important to recognize that whenever we pose the question of
alliances and coalitions, we don't need to “encompass” other people, we
need to ally with them, learn from, and struggle side by side with them.
We need to support them. And we need to fight for them as well as for
ourselves, because the second we accept divisions or ignore the urgency of
fighting racism, we lose.

LINDA:] don't think that struggles against sexism or homophobia or
racism can be delayed, becausegt%ese are forms of discrimination/oppres-
sion that actively Ji'sempower individuals and grouEs of people who can
be mobilized to actively participate in the struggle. Racism, sexism, and
heterosexism cannot be tolerated in our movement or in our alliances
because we don't want to duplicate the oppression that we're fighting
against. Of course the process of building these alliances is difficult and
long-term, because building trust and respect requires building relation-
ships that are really different from those that exist in society in general. So
I don't think the primarily white middle-class gay rights movement can,
or should, “encompass” other struggles. White middle class gay men and
women cannot set the agenda for other movements or for oiﬁr communi-
ties. Rather, I think that this movement should actively support struggles
against other forms of oppression as a way of making our own movement
stronger, more revolutiona.?, less selfcentered, and more supportive of the
goal of liberation and self-determination for all oppressed people.

SUSAN: 'This is a big question and has many aspects to it. I can only offer
a small answer, as I believe that prisoners who have no social practice

in a movement because of being locked up have a warped or limited
understanding of the real dynamics in the free world movements. The gay
movement as 1t is currently constituted has reemerged since I have been in

prison so I have not been a part of its development. I don't think the gay
movement can be relevant to other oppressed peoples and their struggles
without an anti-imperialist analysis of the roots t:)fp gay oppression and
then correspondin, El)y a practice that implements that. In other words a
moverent that is led by white middle class men -- even those oppressed
because of their sexual identification/orientation -~ without ceding power
(within the movement) to Third World women and men, and dealing with
their agendas will ever be anything but reform-oriented. To only struggle
for gay rights without struggling for the rights (human and democratic)
of all those in need, and slpeciﬁcally those who are nationally oppressed
sets up competing struggle rather than a cohesive radical opposition to the
government.

What was going on in your life that led you to participate in or
support armed struggle?

LAURA: I began supporting armed struggle in the late 60’s, when I
realized the government would keep on%d]]jng 'Third World people if left
to its own devices. The murder of Fred Hampton (chairman of the Illinois
BPP) by the Chicago pigs and FBI was a turning point, not only because it
was an assassination, not only because the state tried to cover it up, but also
because it made me understand that the U.S. would never agree to “give”

oplfrcssed nations their human rights. That’s why the government had to
kill Fred, and Malcolm X, and so many other leaders.

I'd hated the injustice of this society for years, but it was in the 60’s, when 1
supported the Vietnamese, Native American struggles, the Black struggle,
Puerto Rico and saw those nations waging stru; %es for freedom that
included armed struggle -- that I started to see t%'%lt there could be a
struggle to win. Once [ began supporting Third World nations’ right to
use armed struggle to win self—dlf):termination, it made sense to me that I
should be willing to use many forms of struggle to fight, too.

Mostly, I think that it’s my vision of what a wonderful thing it would be to
live in 2 just, humane, creative world that motivates me to embrace armed
struggle as one part of what it takes to fight for a new society.

LINDA: When I first became a political activist, I was a pacifist. I had
never experienced real violence in my own life, and naively hoped that
the changes I envisioned could come about non-viclently. %’hen,I got beat
over the head and teargassed by cops guarding the Pentagon at my first
major demonstration. I came “ﬁea -to-head” with the fact that this system
maintains its power through violence on every level -- from beating up
protesters, to genocide against internallycolonized nations, to waging war
against nationally-colonized nations, to waging war against the people of
letnam.

I became an activist in a time that was defined by the victories and
development of national liberation struggles around the world and inside




