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 This is the first oversight. U
p until now

, the operation has been beautiful. The perim
eter is 

w
ell-established. Peaceful dem

onstrators stand in deep lines betw
een the bloc and police. 

From
 the view

 on the far w
est side of the street across from

 the statue, there alm
ost seem

s to 
be m

ore riot cops than protestors. From
 the statue, the opposite seem

s true. The officers are 
abusing the peaceful dem

onstrators but aren’t m
aking a concentrated effort to push through 

them
. They’re using pepper spray, but not tear gas or rubber bullets. 

 U
nfortunately, the rope is far too thin, m

ade of a m
aterial that stretches too easily w

hen 
pulled. If properly placed and properly pulled, it m

ight still suffice to topple the statue. O
ne 

person tries over half a dozen tim
es to throw

 it over the statue; then a young person from
 

outside the bloc com
es and clim

bs the statue, gripping the plastic covering, in order to loop 
the rope around the extended arm

 of C
olum

bus. The arm
 is near the top of the statue, 

extending above the edge of the base. There is only one rope in place. 
 Police, sick of trying to w

ade through the peaceful protesters, m
aneuver around the south 

side of the statue. Bloc’ers and peaceful protesters follow
 them

, holding a line. The officers 
do not m

eet the line; som
e people hurl cans of soda and w

ater bottles and pieces of the pipes 
from

 the fram
es of the banners. The officers try to run around to the east side, but the line 

follow
s their m

ovem
ent again; frustrated, they begin beating people at random

. 
 O

ne officer strikes a young m
an in the head, opening a broad gash. Blood is pouring dow

n 
his face in m

ultiple rivulets, dripping onto the young w
om

an w
ho is trying to pull him

 
behind the line. People are still holding a tight form

ation, protecting the ropes from
 the 

officers’ advance. The officers, in their frustration, overextend them
selves. A

 group of them
 is 

suddenly surrounded by a line of protesters. C
ans and bottles are throw

n; the officers strike 
back and are beaten w

ith pipes and signs. They are left an opening, aw
ay from

 the statue. 
 People return to pulling on the rope, the tw

o sides pulling in unison. A
 person w

ith a black 
flag suggests that the people pulling ought to alternate and pull from

 opposite sides—
the 

tw
o lines are alm

ost parallel, tw
enty yards apart or less—

but none of the organizers hear 
him

. A
s the officers regroup, som

e people plan to w
rap the statue w

ith the rope to create 
further leverage, but it’s too late. The officers have assem

bled and, as the bloc starts 
w

rapping, they m
ove forw

ard. There is a veritable cloud of pepper spray; the buffer of 
peaceful protesters crum

bles. Even from
 thirty or m

ore yards aw
ay, it reaches the eyes and 

throat. Seeing the buffer of peaceful protesters m
elt aw

ay, the people around the statue drop 
the ropes and retreat. 
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 Executive O
rder on Protecting A

m
erican M

onum
ents, 

M
em

orials, and Statues and C
om

bating R
ecent 

C
rim

inal Violence 
 LAW

 &
 JU

STICE 
  

 Issued on: June 26, 2020 
by fascist Am

erkkkan president, Donald Trum
p 

  
  ALL N

EW
S 

By the authority vested in m
e as President by the Constitution and the law

s of the U
nited States of A

m
erica, it is hereby 

ordered as follow
s: 

Section 1.  Purpose.  The first duty of governm
ent is to ensure dom

estic tranquility and defend the life, property, and 
rights of its citizens.  O

ver the last 5 w
eeks, there has been a sustained assault on the life and property of civilians, law

 
enforcem

ent officers, governm
ent property, and revered A

m
erican m

onum
ents such as the Lincoln M

em
orial.  M

any of 
the rioters, arsonists, and left-w

ing extrem
ists w

ho have carried out and supported these acts have explicitly identified 
them

selves w
ith ideologies —

 such as M
arxism

 —
 that call for the destruction of the U

nited States system
 of 

governm
ent. A

narchists and left-w
ing extrem

ists have sought to advance a fringe ideology that paints the U
nited States 

of A
m

erica as fundam
entally unjust and have sought to im

pose that ideology on A
m

ericans through violence and m
ob 

intim
idation.  They have led riots in the streets, burned police vehicles, killed and assaulted governm

ent officers as w
ell 

as business ow
ners defending their property, and even seized an area w

ithin one city w
here law

 and order gave w
ay to 

anarchy.  D
uring the unrest, innocent citizens also have been harm

ed and killed. These crim
inal acts are frequently 

planned and supported by agitators w
ho have traveled across State lines to prom

ote their ow
n violent agenda.  These 

radicals sham
elessly attack the legitim

acy of our institutions and the very rule of law
 itself. 

K
ey targets in the violent extrem

ists’ cam
paign against our country are public m

onum
ents, m

em
orials, and statues.  Their 

selection of targets reveals a deep ignorance of our history, and is indicative of a desire to indiscrim
inately destroy 

anything that honors our past and to erase from
 the public m

ind any suggestion that our past m
ay be w

orth honoring, 
cherishing, rem

em
bering, or understanding.  

 In the last w
eek, vandals toppled a statue of President U

lysses S. G
rant in San Francisco.  To them

, it m
ade no 

difference that President G
rant led the U

nion A
rm

y to victory over the Confederacy in the Civil W
ar, enforced 

Reconstruction, fought the K
u K

lux K
lan, and advocated for the Fifteenth A

m
endm

ent, w
hich guaranteed freed slaves 

the right to vote.  In Charlotte, N
orth Carolina, the nam

es of 507 veterans m
em

orialized on a W
orld W

ar II m
onum

ent 
w

ere painted over w
ith a sym

bol of com
m

unism
.  A

nd earlier this m
onth, in Boston, a m

em
orial com

m
em

orating an 
A

frican-A
m

erican regim
ent that fought in the Civil W

ar w
as defaced w

ith graffiti.   

In M
adison, W

isconsin, rioters knocked over the statue of an abolitionist im
m

igrant w
ho fought for the U

nion during the 
Civil W

ar.  Christian figures are now
 in the crosshairs, too.  Recently, an influential activist for one m

ovem
ent that has 

been prom
inent in setting the agenda for dem

onstrations in recent w
eeks declared that m

any existing religious depictions 
of Jesus and the H

oly Fam
ily should be purged from

 our places of w
orship.  

  D
espite having failed to bring dow

n the statue, the crow
d dem

onstrated that they have 
learned a num

ber of lessons in the course of this m
ovem

ent. They m
oved together in a w

ay 
that allow

ed for various elem
ents to act w

ith trust in the people around them
, trust in the 

m
om

ent, and trust in the justice of their actions. A
t the end of the evening, the statue w

as 
still standing, but the resolve that initially anim

ated the group rem
ained palpable. They 

needed stronger ropes, better clim
bing gear, perhaps m

ore explicit invitations to help pull 
the ropes. But m

ost im
portantly, they had m

ade it clear that if people com
e prepared and 

rem
ain determ

ined, they can face dow
n the C

hicago Police D
epartm

ent. 
   D

ecolonize Z
higaagoong: A

n O
utsider’s Inside Perspective 

 A
 truly effective protest is one that disrupts, disturbs, or dam

ages the status quo. Those are 
the sort of actions that get a response in the form

 of concessions from
 the state, reform

s. 
A

lthough this is not a universal law
—

there m
ay be outliers—

it is a broadly applicable theory. 
 C

hicago, Illinois has a long history of truly effective protest. R
ecently, how

ever, there have 
m

ostly been less-than-effective dem
onstrations. Peaceful, in-line, w

orking w
ith the state as 

opposed to against it; neither disturbing nor disrupting nor dam
aging. The G

eorge Floyd 
flam

e roared here, too, but for the m
ost part, the police seem

ed to have control over the flow
 

and direction of the “effective” actions. 
  A

lthough organizers prepared routes, m
arshals, chants, speakers, perform

ers, and so on, the 
police ultim

ately directed traffic and both led and follow
ed the dem

onstrations. A
t one point, 

during one m
arch, people attem

pted to m
arch onto the highw

ay. The dem
onstration involved 

m
any hundreds of people, w

hereas there w
ere less than a dozen police officers. But the 

officers said no, so the m
arch continued past the highw

ay. A
nother m

arch, around city hall, 
w

as led by an officer beckoning the dem
onstrators. 

 These dem
onstrations do not feel like actions against the state, they feel like a ride at an 

am
usem

ent park. A
 slow

 one. 
 D

ecolonize Zhigaagoong w
as the first dem

onstration of the year in C
hicago, at least that I 

have seen personally, that w
as not only w

ell-organized but also unexpected. It could have 
accom

plished som
ething significant, if not for one sm

all oversight. 
 



 el
se
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pp
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to
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an
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th
at

 th
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 m
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en
t w
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 a
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ut

 w
or

ki
ng

 to
ge

th
er
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w

ar
d 

th
e 

co
m

m
on

 g
oa

l o
f t

ak
in

g 
do
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st
at

ue
. I

n 
th

e 
pr

ev
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lin
g 
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oo

d,
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o 
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di
st
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gu

is
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be
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ee
n 

“g
oo

d”
 a

nd
 “

ba
d”

 p
ro

te
st

or
s.

 It
 w
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 a

s 
if 

ev
er

yo
ne

 in
 a

tt
en

da
nc

e 
ag

re
ed

 
th

at
 p

ea
ce

 p
ol

ic
e 

ar
e 

si
m

pl
y—
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lic

e.
 

 Th
e 

ba
rr

ag
e 

of
 L

a 
C

ro
ix

 c
an

s 
ov

er
w

he
lm

ed
 th

e 
po

lic
e.

 W
he

n 
fir

ew
or

ks
 b

eg
an

 to
 la

nd
 a

m
on

g 
th

e 
of

fic
er

s 
al

on
gs

id
e 

th
e 

La
 C

ro
ix

 c
an

s,
 th

e 
po

lic
e 

su
rr

en
de

re
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th
e 

st
at

ue
 a

nd
 th

e 
cr

ow
d 

ov
er

ra
n 

th
e 

pl
at

fo
rm

. P
eo

pl
e 

rip
pe

d 
th

e 
pl

as
tic

 w
ra

p 
of

f t
he

 s
ta

tu
e 

an
d 

th
re
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p 
ta
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in
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C
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“F
TP
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 a

nd
 “

La
 C

ro
ix

 th
e 

co
ps

.”
 O

th
er

s 
co

nt
in

ue
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to
 p

us
h 

th
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po
lic

e 
fu

rt
he

r a
w

ay
 fr

om
 th

e 
st

at
ue

. T
ho

se
 w

ho
 w

er
e 

ab
le

 to
 u

se
d 

th
ei

r b
ik

es
 a

s 
sh

ie
ld

s 
fo

r 
th

em
se

lv
es

 a
nd

 o
th

er
s.

 S
om

e 
he

ld
 th

e 
gr

ou
nd

 b
y 

pu
tt

in
g 

th
ei

r b
od

ie
s 

on
 th

e 
lin

e 
in

 s
pi

te
 o

f 
un

re
le

nt
in

g 
po

lic
e 

vi
ol

en
ce

. 
M

ea
nw

hi
le

, o
n 

th
e 

st
at

ue
 p

la
tfo

rm
, s

ev
er

al
 a

tt
em

pt
s 

w
er

e 
m

ad
e 

to
 s

ec
ur

e 
a 

cl
im

bi
ng

 ro
pe

 
ar

ou
nd

 th
e 

st
at

ue
’s

 o
ut

st
re

tc
he

d 
ar

m
. O

nc
e 

th
es

e 
ha

d 
pr

ov
ed

 in
ad

eq
ua

te
, a

 b
ra

ve
 c

om
ra

de
 

em
er

ge
d 

fr
om

 th
e 

cr
ow

d 
an

d 
fr

ee
-c

lim
be

d 
th

e 
st

at
ue

, c
le

nc
hi

ng
 th

e 
ro

pe
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
ei

r t
ee

th
. 

Th
ey

 a
sc

en
de

d 
th

e 
co

lo
ni

al
is

t i
do

l a
nd

 s
ec

ur
ed

 th
e 

ro
pe

s 
ar

ou
nd

 it
s 

ar
m

. T
he

 re
m

ai
ni

ng
 

ba
nn

er
 a

ss
um

ed
 it

s 
fo

ur
th

 ro
le

 o
f t

he
 d

ay
 w

he
n 

fr
ie

nd
s 

st
re

tc
he

d 
it 

ou
t h

or
iz

on
ta

lly
 b

en
ea

th
 

th
e 

cl
im

be
r i

n 
ca

se
 th

ey
 fe

ll.
 U

po
n 

de
sc

en
di

ng
, t

he
 c

lim
be

r t
ru

st
-fe

ll 
th

e 
la

st
 fe

w
 fe

et
 in

to
 th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 n
et

 o
ffe

re
d 

by
 th

e 
ad

or
in

g 
ba

nn
er

-h
ol

de
rs

. T
he

 ro
pe

s 
no

w
 a

tt
ac

he
d 

to
 th

e 
st

at
ue

 w
er

e 
sp

re
ad

 o
ut

 a
nd

 tw
o 

te
am

s 
fo

rm
ed

 to
 p

ul
l o

n 
th

em
. W

hi
le

 th
is

 w
as

 u
nf

ol
di

ng
, p

eo
pl

e 
pu

sh
ed

 
th

e 
po

lic
e 

ou
t o

f t
he

 a
re

a 
m

ul
tip

le
 ti

m
es

 s
o 

th
at

 o
th

er
s 

co
ul

d 
fo

cu
s 

on
 p

ul
lin

g 
th

e 
ro

pe
s.

 
 Th

e 
cr

ow
d 

se
cu

re
d 

th
e 

ar
ea

 fo
r a

 c
on

si
de

ra
bl

e 
am

ou
nt

 o
f t

im
e 

w
hi

le
 p

eo
pl

e 
re

pe
at

ed
ly

 
at

te
m

pt
ed

 to
 to

pp
le

 th
e 

st
at

ue
. D

ur
in

g 
th

is
 ti

m
e,

 d
em
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st

ra
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rs
 s
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ta

in
ed

 m
ul

tip
le

 in
ju
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as
 p

ol
ic

e 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

to
 e

m
pl

oy
 p

ep
pe

r s
pr

ay
 a

nd
 b

ru
ta

l f
or

ce
. T

he
 c

op
s 

ta
rg

et
ed

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
ith

 
bi

cy
cl

es
, s

te
al

in
g 

ov
er

 1
00

 o
f t

he
m

 fr
om

 th
e 

cr
ow

d.
 O

ne
 y

ou
ng

 o
rg

an
iz

er
, w

ho
 h

ad
 s

po
ke

n 
at

 
th

e 
ra

lly
 e

ar
lie

r, 
w

as
 fi

lm
in

g 
th

e 
po

lic
e 

be
at

in
g 

a 
de

m
on

st
ra

to
r w

he
n 

po
lic

e 
at

ta
ck

ed
 h

er
 a

nd
 

kn
oc

ke
d 

ou
t h

er
 fr

on
t t

ee
th

. C
on

fli
ct

in
g 

re
po

rt
s 

ha
ve

 c
irc

ul
at

ed
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

ho
w

 m
an

y 
co

ps
 

w
er

e 
hu

rt
; s

up
po

se
dl

y,
 4

5 
w

er
e 

in
ju

re
d 

an
d 

18
 w

en
t t

o 
th

e 
ho

sp
ita

l, 
th

ou
gh

 w
e 

do
n’

t k
no

w
 

ho
w

 m
an

y 
of

 th
os

e 
w

er
e 

of
fe

ns
iv

e 
in

ju
rie

s 
in

cu
rr

ed
 a

s 
a 

co
ns

eq
ue
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e 

of
 a

tt
em

pt
in

g 
to

 in
ju
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ot
he

rs
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 W
he

n 
po

lic
e 

ba
ck

up
 a

rr
iv

ed
, t

he
y 

m
an

ag
ed

 to
 re

ca
pt

ur
e 

th
e 

ar
ea

 w
ith

 th
e 

re
in

fo
rc

em
en

ts
 a

nd
 

m
as

si
ve

 a
m

ou
nt

s 
of

 p
ep

pe
r s

pr
ay

—
ca

us
in

g 
ev

er
yo

ne
 in

 th
e 

cr
ow

d 
to

 c
ou

gh
 a

nd
 c

ho
ke

. 
H

av
in

g 
su

st
ai

ne
d 

a 
nu

m
be

r o
f i

nj
ur

ie
s 

an
d 

re
al

iz
in

g 
th

at
 th

ey
’d

 d
on

e 
al

l t
he

y 
co

ul
d,

 th
e 

cr
ow

d 
lin

ke
d 

ar
m

s 
an

d 
w

ith
dr

ew
 to

 B
uc

ki
ng

ha
m

 F
ou

nt
ai

n,
 w

he
re

 th
ey

 re
gr

ou
pe

d 
an

d 
sa

fe
ly

 
di

sp
er

se
d.

 A
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 re
po

rt
s,

 tw
el

ve
 d

em
on

st
ra

to
rs

 w
er

e 
ar

re
st

ed
. A

ll 
of

 th
em

 w
er

e 
re

le
as

ed
 o

n 
Sa

tu
rd

ay
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 In
di

vi
du

al
s a

nd
 o

rg
an

iz
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io
ns

 h
av
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th

e 
rig

ht
 to
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ea

ce
fu

lly
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dv
oc

at
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fo
r e

ith
er

 th
e 

re
m

ov
al

 o
r t

he
 c

on
str

uc
tio

n 
of
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ny

 
m

on
um

en
t. 

 B
ut

 n
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in
di

vi
du

al
 o

r g
ro
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rig

ht
 to

 d
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ag
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ef

ac
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 o
r r

em
ov

e 
an
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m

on
um

en
t b
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us

e 
of

 fo
rc

e.
 

In
 th

e 
m

id
st 

of
 th

es
e 

at
ta

ck
s, 

m
an

y 
St

at
e 

an
d 

lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
ts 

ap
pe

ar
 to

 h
av

e 
lo

st 
th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 to
 d

ist
in

gu
ish

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
la

w
fu

l e
xe

rc
ise
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f r

ig
ht

s t
o 

fre
e 

sp
ee

ch
 a

nd
 a

ss
em

bl
y 

an
d 

un
va

rn
ish

ed
 v

an
da

lis
m

.  
Th

ey
 h

av
e 

su
rre

nd
er

ed
 to

 m
ob

 ru
le

, 
im

pe
ril

in
g 

co
m

m
un

ity
 sa

fe
ty

, a
llo

w
in

g 
fo

r t
he

 w
ho

le
sa

le
 v

io
la

tio
n 

of
 o

ur
 la

w
s, 

an
d 

pr
iv

ile
gi

ng
 th

e 
vi

ol
en

t i
m

pu
lse

s o
f 

th
e 

m
ob

 o
ve

r t
he

 ri
gh

ts 
of

 la
w

-a
bi

di
ng

 c
iti

ze
ns

.  
W

or
se

, t
he

y 
ap

pa
re

nt
ly

 h
av

e 
lo

st 
th

e 
w

ill
 o

r t
he

 d
es

ire
 to

 st
an

d 
up

 to
 th

e 
ra

di
ca

l f
rin

ge
 a

nd
 d

ef
en

d 
th

e 
fu

nd
am

en
ta

l t
ru

th
 th

at
 A

m
er

ic
a 

is 
go

od
, h

er
 p

eo
pl

e 
ar

e 
vi

rtu
ou

s, 
an

d 
th

at
 ju

sti
ce

 p
re

va
ils

 in
 

th
is 

co
un

try
 to

 a
 fa

r g
re

at
er

 e
xt

en
t t

ha
n 

an
yw

he
re

 e
lse

 in
 th

e 
w

or
ld

.  
So

m
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pa
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la
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 m
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pu
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pe
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m
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ng
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 m
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um
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s a
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ffi
ti.

 

M
y 

A
dm

in
ist

ra
tio

n 
w

ill
 n

ot
 a

llo
w

 v
io

le
nt

 m
ob

s i
nc

ite
d 

by
 a

 ra
di

ca
l f

rin
ge

 to
 b

ec
om

e 
th

e 
ar

bi
te

rs
 o

f t
he

 a
sp

ec
ts 

of
 o

ur
 

hi
sto

ry
 th

at
 c

an
 b

e 
ce

le
br

at
ed

 in
 p

ub
lic

 sp
ac

es
.  

St
at

e 
an

d 
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ca
l p

ub
lic
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ffi

ci
al

s’
 a

bd
ic

at
io

n 
of

 th
ei

r l
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 e
nf

or
ce

m
en

t 
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sp
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sib
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tie
s i

n 
de
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to
 th

is 
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en

t a
ss

au
lt 

m
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t e
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Se
c.

 2
.  

Po
lic

y.
  (

a)
  I

t i
s t

he
 p

ol
ic

y 
of

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 to

 p
ro

se
cu

te
 to

 th
e 

fu
lle

st 
ex

te
nt

 p
er

m
itt

ed
 u

nd
er

 F
ed

er
al

 la
w

, a
nd

 
as

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

, a
ny

 p
er

so
n 

or
 a

ny
 e

nt
ity

 th
at

 d
es

tro
ys

, d
am

ag
es

, v
an

da
liz

es
, o

r d
es

ec
ra

te
s a

 m
on

um
en

t, 
m

em
or

ia
l, 

or
 

sta
tu

e 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 o

r o
th

er
w

ise
 v

an
da

liz
es

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t p

ro
pe

rty
.  

Th
e 

de
sir

e 
of

 th
e 

Co
ng

re
ss

 to
 p

ro
te

ct
 

Fe
de

ra
l p

ro
pe

rty
 is

 c
le

ar
ly

 re
fle

ct
ed

 in
 se

ct
io

n 
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 o

f t
itl

e 
18

, U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 C

od
e,

 w
hi

ch
 a

ut
ho

riz
es

 a
 p

en
al

ty
 o

f u
p 

to
 

10
 y

ea
rs

’ i
m

pr
iso

nm
en

t f
or

 th
e 

w
ill

fu
l i

nj
ur

y 
of

 F
ed

er
al

 p
ro

pe
rty

.  
M

or
e 
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ce

nt
ly

, u
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er
 th
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V

et
er

an
s’

 M
em

or
ia

l 
Pr
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er

va
tio

n 
an

d 
Re

co
gn

iti
on
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ct

 o
f 2

00
3,

 se
ct

io
n 

13
69

 o
f t

itl
e 

18
, U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 C
od

e,
 th

e 
Co

ng
re

ss
 p

un
ish

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

pe
na

lti
es

 th
e 

de
str

uc
tio

n 
of

 F
ed

er
al

 a
nd

 in
 so

m
e 

ca
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s S
ta

te
-m

ai
nt

ai
ne

d 
m

on
um

en
ts 

th
at

 h
on

or
 m

ili
ta

ry
 

ve
te

ra
ns

.  
O

th
er

 c
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in
al

 st
at

ut
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, s
uc

h 
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e 

Tr
av

el
 A

ct
, s

ec
tio

n 
19

52
 o

f t
itl

e 
18

, U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 C

od
e,

 p
er

m
it 

pr
os

ec
ut

io
ns

 o
f a

rs
on

 d
am

ag
in

g 
m

on
um

en
ts,

 m
em

or
ia

ls,
 a

nd
 st

at
ue

s o
n 

St
at

e 
gr

ou
nd

s i
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so
m

e 
ca

se
s. 

 C
iv

il 
sta

tu
te

s l
ik

e 
th

e 
Pu

bl
ic

 S
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te
m

 R
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ou
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e 
Pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

A
ct

, s
ec

tio
n 

10
07

22
 o

f t
itl

e 
54

, U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 C

od
e,

 a
lso

 h
ol

d 
th

os
e 

w
ho

 d
es

tro
y 

ce
rta

in
 F

ed
er

al
 p

ro
pe

rty
 a

cc
ou

nt
ab

le
 fo

r t
he

ir 
of

fe
ns

es
.  

Th
e 

Fe
de

ra
l G

ov
er

nm
en

t w
ill

 n
ot

 to
le

ra
te

 v
io

la
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

se
 a

nd
 

ot
he

r l
aw

s. 

(b
)  

It 
is 

th
e 

po
lic

y 
of

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 to

 p
ro

se
cu

te
 to

 th
e 

fu
lle

st 
ex

te
nt

 p
er

m
itt

ed
 u

nd
er

 F
ed

er
al

 la
w

, a
nd

 a
s a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
, 

an
y 

pe
rs

on
 o

r a
ny

 e
nt

ity
 th

at
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

es
 in

 e
ffo

rts
 to

 in
ci

te
 v

io
le

nc
e 

or
 o

th
er

 il
le

ga
l a

ct
iv

ity
 in

 c
on

ne
ct

io
n 

w
ith

 th
e 

rio
ts 

an
d 

ac
ts 

of
 v

an
da

lis
m

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
 in

 se
ct

io
n 

1 
of

 th
is 

or
de

r. 
 N

um
er

ou
s F

ed
er

al
 la

w
s, 

in
cl

ud
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 w
ith respect to public m

onum
ents, m

em
orials, and statues casts doubt on their w

illingness to protect other public spaces 
and m

aintain the peace w
ithin them

.  These jurisdictions are not appropriate candidates for lim
ited Federal funds that 

support public spaces. 

(e)  It is the policy of the U
nited States, as appropriate and consistent w

ith applicable law
, to w

ithhold Federal support 
from

 State and local law
 enforcem

ent agencies that have failed to protect public m
onum

ents, m
em

orials, and statues 
from

 destruction or vandalism
.  U

nw
illingness to enforce State and local law

s in the face of attacks on our history, 
w

hether because of sym
pathy for the extrem

ists behind this violence or som
e other im

proper reason, casts doubt on the 
m

anagem
ent of these law

 enforcem
ent agencies.  These law

 enforcem
ent agencies are not appropriate candidates for 

lim
ited Federal funds that support State and local police. 

Sec. 3.  Enforcing Law
s Prohibiting the D

esecration of Public M
onum

ents, the V
andalism

 of G
overnm

ent Property, and 
Recent A

cts of V
iolence.  (a)  The A

ttorney G
eneral shall prioritize w

ithin the D
epartm

ent of Justice the investigation 
and prosecution of m

atters described in subsections 2(a), (b), and (c) of this order.  The A
ttorney G

eneral shall take all 
appropriate enforcem

ent action against individuals and organizations found to have violated Federal law
 through 

these investigations. 

(b)  The A
ttorney G

eneral shall, as appropriate and consistent w
ith applicable law

, w
ork w

ith State and local law
 

enforcem
ent authorities and Federal agencies to ensure the Federal G

overnm
ent appropriately provides inform

ation and 
assistance to State and local law

 enforcem
ent authorities in connection w

ith their investigations or prosecutions for the 
desecration of m

onum
ents, m

em
orials, and statues, regardless of w

hether such structures are situated on Federal 
property. 

Sec. 4.  Lim
iting Federal G

rants for Jurisdictions and Law
 Enforcem

ent A
gencies that Perm

it the D
esecration of 

M
onum

ents, M
em

orials, or Statues.  The heads of all executive departm
ents and agencies shall exam

ine their respective 
grant program

s and apply the policies established by sections 2(d) and (e) of this order to all such program
s to the extent 

that such application is both appropriate and consistent w
ith applicable law

. 

Sec. 5.  Providing A
ssistance for the Protection of Federal M

onum
ents, M

em
orials, Statues, and Property.  U

pon the 
request of the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of H

om
eland Security, or the A

dm
inistrator of G

eneral Services, 
the Secretary of D

efense, the A
ttorney G

eneral, and the Secretary of H
om

eland Security shall provide, as appropriate and 
consistent w

ith applicable law
, personnel to assist w

ith the protection of Federal m
onum

ents, m
em

orials, statues, or 
property.  This section shall term

inate 6 m
onths from

 the date of this order unless extended by the President. 

Sec. 6.  G
eneral Provisions.  (a)  N

othing in this order shall be construed to im
pair or otherw

ise affect: 

(i)   the authority granted by law
 to an executive departm

ent or agency, or the head thereof; or 
(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of M

anagem
ent and Budget relating to budgetary, adm

inistrative, or 
legislative proposals. 
(b)  This order shall be im

plem
ented consistent w

ith applicable law
 and subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c)  This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at 
law

 or in equity by any party against the United States, its departm
ents, agencies, or entities, its officers, em

ployees, or 
agents, or any other person. 
(d)  This order is not intended to, and does not, affect the prosecutorial discretion of the Departm

ent of Justice w
ith 

respect to individual cases. 
   

 A
t 5 pm

 on Friday, a Black and Indigenous solidarity rally gathered at Buckingham
 Fountain 

in G
rant Park. In the course of an Indigenous ritual, rap perform

ances, and im
passioned 

speeches calling for defunding and abolishing the police and decolonizing Zhigaagoong, the 
crow

d grew
 to at least a thousand. W

hen the rally concluded, around 7 pm
, people took the 

streets. The crow
d assem

bled into m
arch form

ation on C
olum

bus A
venue and began to 

m
arch tow

ard the C
hristopher C

olum
bus statue a few

 blocks south of the fountain. The 
m

arch itself w
as unannounced, but the crow

d im
m

ediately em
braced it, w

hile it appeared to 
com

e as a surprise to the few
 officers present. 

 H
eaded largely by Black, Brow

n, and Indigenous youth, the m
arch w

as supported by a 
thunderous m

obile sound system
 and surrounded by a series of large banners reinforced w

ith 
PV

C
 pipes. Behind the banners and interm

ingled throughout the crow
d, about 40 people 

unfurled their um
brellas. The m

arch w
as joyous, raucous, and w

ell organized. 
W

hen the m
arch approached the statue of C

olum
bus, about 35 bike cops surrounded the 

m
onum

ent. This w
as not surprising, as the controversial colonial figure has been a recurring 

target for dem
onstrators throughout the sum

m
er. Both of the C

olum
bus statues in C

hicago 
have been repeatedly vandalized since the uprising in M

inneapolis at the end of M
ay. In 

response, M
ayor Lori Lightfoot ordered city w

orkers to w
rap the statue in w

hite plastic, 
causing the already egregious sym

bol to resem
ble a klansm

an. 
The m

archers seem
ed prepared for the police presence. R

ather than approaching the statue 
from

 the street, the crow
d veered left off of the road and back into G

rant Park, stopping at a 
lightly w

ooded hilly area directly adjacent to the C
olum

bus statue. H
ere, about 150 yards 

north of the m
onum

ent, the banner holders rearranged them
selves into a “U

” form
ation; 

along w
ith the m

ass of um
brella w

ielders, they surrounded a portion of the m
archers, 

shielding them
 from

 view
. W

hen the m
arch started m

oving again, tw
o m

inutes later, a sixty-
person black bloc had form

ed in broad daylight in the m
iddle of the largest city in the 

M
idw

est. 
The m

arch headed to the statue, the new
ly form

ed black bloc shielded by banners and 
um

brellas. 
 A

s the bloc reached the statue and the crow
d surrounded it, a confrontation ensued. Police 

grabbed at the banners, successfully stealing or breaking several of them
; one officer used a 

piece of a broken banner to attem
pt to beat dem

onstrators. They pepper-sprayed people and 
hit them

 w
ith batons. In response, from

 behind the um
brellas, hundreds of cans of La C

roix 
sparkling w

ater began raining dow
n on the police, striking som

e in the face. 
 A

ll sorts of people w
ere grabbing La C

roix cans left and right. A
 solitary critic yelled out, 

“This is not the w
ay,” but he seem

ed isolated in his perception of the situation. Everyone 
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 Joyous Black and Indigenous R
ally 

A
gainst R

acist C
olum

bus Statue 
A

ttacked by C
PD

- C
ausing Injury, 

Traum
a, and m

ore Fervor to A
bolish the 

Police State 
  JU

LY 21, 2020 BY LO
VEYLU

CH
A

 
 #D

ecolonizeZhigaagoong, #D
efundC

PD
, #BlackLivesM

atter 
C

hicago, IL 
 “A

fter a pow
erful Black and Indigenous Solidarity R

ally and M
arch, the biggest gang in C

hi 
Tow

n show
s w

ho they serve, and w
hat they’re here to protect. Lightfoot can say w

hat she 
w

ants to #45’s people, but don’t lie and tell us you care about Black and Brow
n people in 

C
hicago” -Black Lives M

atter C
hicago ( https://tw

itter.com
/BLM

C
hi ) 

 O
n July 17th, 2020 at the Black and Indigenous Solidarity R

ally in C
hicago, m

ore than 1000 
people gathered. They w

ere Black, N
ative and Brow

n folks, w
hite allies, im

m
igrants and 

m
ore. The crow

d consisted of youth, w
orkers, artists, teachers, law

yers, fem
m

es, m
others, 

fam
ilies. M

any com
m

unity m
em

bers from
 all over C

hicago cam
e together in solidarity w

ith 
one another against R

acism
, Police Brutality, and C

olonization.  
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 D
uring the solidarity rally black brow

n and indigenous people took the stage and spoke to 
the crow

d, songs w
ere sung, and perform

ers energized.  M
ost present there w

as Love. People 
chim

ed in w
ith the speakers, hollered in agreem

ent, laughed w
ith one another, cheered, 

danced, and prayed. The sm
ell of sage w

hirled around the gathering. A
 vocal D

akota activist 
spoke (https://w

w
w

.facebook.com
/w

atch/?v=
3146155698774324 )” I’ve com

e from
 the 

D
akota hom

elands and I greet each one of you w
ith a good heart. I’ve dedicated m

y entire life 
to indigenous rights, for the land to get back…

 to see the liberation of indigenous peoples on 
turtle island, for the dism

antling of w
hite suprem

acy. A
nd I know

 that m
y fight is not w

hole 
unless I’m

 also advocating for the liberation of black people. If I don’t understand that m
y 

struggle is connected to the struggle of m
y relatives, then w

e are gonna fail. So that’s w
hy w

e 
are here to connect our struggles. I w

anna recognize the land w
e are on. The original 

territories of the three fires confederacy O
glala, A

nishinaabe, Potaw
atom

i, M
iam

i, M
eskw

aki 
and m

ore all gathered here to trade…
  W

e are collectively casting our voice out to each of the 
4 directions and asking the ancestors to be w

ith us here.”  
                   A

 m
em

ber of the C
hi N

ations Youth C
ouncil (https://tw

itter.com
/chi_nations ) shared a 

song, accom
panied by his drum

, for “all those brothers and sisters protesting w
ho have lost 

their lives. For all the rights w
e deserve. ” 

 

 W
hether w

e stand in silence in a line as w
e did Saturday, or throw

 firecrackers and w
ater 

bottles as som
e did Friday, the police brutalize us. These are m

erely different tactics, and w
e 

cannot afford to take any tactics off the table. They are all necessary. W
e are all necessary. “ 

 A
t a press conference on July 20th by G

oodKids M
adC

ity, 
(https://w

w
w

.facebook.com
/Fox32C

hicago/videos/729166491216253/ ) an organization of 
Black and Brow

n young people fighting to end violence and calling for m
ore resources to 

under-served com
m

unities, a youth activist spoke, “This is a continuous thing that has been 
happening w

ithin these last few
 m

onths of actions happening dow
ntow

n of unarm
ed youth 

com
ing peacefully protesting, and w

e have m
ore tactics and scare tactics and tanks com

ing 
in…

[Lightfoot] She brings out thousands of cop cars, tanks w
ith w

eapons w
ith guns and 

tasers for unarm
ed youth. She invests 1.8 billion dollars into the C

hicago Police D
epartm

ent. 
She has a 33 m

illion dollar contract w
ith C

PD
 to be in C

PS schools to brutalize young 
students. To brutalize young black and brow

n students C
PD

 gets five m
illion dollars a day.” 

She also w
ent on to explain about food deserts and lack of m

ental health facilities. O
n how

 
folks have to drive 30 m

inutes to get groceries, but the north side and dow
ntow

n has am
ple 

resources. A
nd black and brow

n south and w
est sides struggle for food and basic necessities. 

“Lori Lightfoot w
ould rather protect statues than the citizens w

ho live in the city. C
om

e on. 
O

bjects instead of living bodies in the city of C
hicago. A

s som
ebody w

ho is black.  
 Som

ebody w
ho has the sam

e skin as us and she’s not protecting those w
ho look like us. If 

she didn’t have that title she w
ould be in the sam

e predicam
ent as us. She’s not funding us. 

N
o she’s not taking care of us. She’s not m

aking sure that young black w
om

en are safe that 
young black w

om
en are being protected. She sent those officers out .. [w

ho] w
ere brutalizing 

young black w
om

en, black girls, people not over the age of 18, beaten pepper sprayed. This is 
w

hat has been happening in this city every single day for the past m
onth for the past year 

past decade…
   But w

e are here to let Lori and the C
PD

 know
 that w

e aint taking this no 
m

ore. W
e’re not taking this. N

o m
ore funding that’s going to people that brutalize us, 

m
urder us, sexually assault us. W

e’re not gonna take it anym
ore…

Funding needs to go to 
black and brow

n com
m

unities not to send cops into schools. ” 
 M

iracle Boyd, an 18 year old recent graduate of C
hicago Public Schools and also a part of 

G
oodKids BadC

ity, w
as the young w

om
an w

ho got her teeth knocked out by a C
hicago Police 

O
fficer. She also spoke at the press conference on M

onday and expressed, ” I fight every day 
in m

y com
m

unity to end gun violence…
 I w

as attacked by C
PD

 w
ho valued a suprem

acist 
statue over m

y life, safety, and w
ell being.  C

hristopher C
olum

bus did not discover A
m

erica. 
H

e w
as a rapist, m

urderer, thief and colonizer w
ho layed the groundw

ork for indigenous 
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 A
 Southw

est Sider of Zhigaagong expressed, “It w
as very im

portant and a delight to see 
C

PD
’s usual sm

ugness exchanged for shock as protestors launched projectiles and firew
orks 

at them
 in the initial attem

pt to clear the statue’s im
m

ediate space. The pigs’ faces show
ed a 

cognitive dissonance as the protestors’ offense intensified. It seem
s it w

as very hard for them
 

to believe violence w
as being directed to TH

EM
 and not just to property, w

hich is an 
im

portant developm
ent in the uprising here in Zhigaagong.  

 Let it be know
n: this w

as a m
ultiracial action, contrary to the w

hite suprem
acist m

edia 
narrative that w

arriors in the uprising are foreign w
hite agitators. W

e all have legitim
ate 

reasons to w
ant to elim

inate by any m
eans necessary unelected, unaccountable m

arauders 
and assaulters w

ho have the A
uthority of the State pow

er but not our consent w
hatsoever. 

C
PD

 and all other occupying forces are not chosen by us directly, therefore, they have no 
legitim

acy and constitute invading and occupying forces. Invaders and occupiers have no 
rights, period. They do not even have the right to defend them

selves from
 injury or death 

from
 those w

ho violently oppose their illegitim
ate and violent presence. A

delante!  
 A

fter the Black and Indigenous Solidarity R
ally, a lot of people w

ere hurt, scared and 
confused. Som

e, m
ostly corporate m

edia, blam
ed the few

 protesters w
ho lit firew

orks or 
threw

 w
ater for the escalation of a m

ostly ‘peaceful’ protest, prom
oting a dialogue of ‘good’ 

protester, ‘bad’ protester.   
 O

ne local C
hicago com

pañerx w
rote, “O

n Friday even before w
e arrived at G

rant Park all the 
w

eapons w
ere there, and so w

ere the pum
ped up cops thirsty for blood. This is not a figure 

of speech. They surrounded us. W
e w

ent to G
rant Park that day in defense of Black and 

Indigenous lives. It is a peaceful act to tear dow
n m

onum
ents to genocide and enslavem

ent…
 

The pigs repress, sabotage, beat, threaten and intim
idate all those w

ho stand against them
 no 

m
atter the tactics, no m

atter how
 calm

, restrained or how
 chill w

e behave. W
henever w

e 
question the status quo and exercise form

s of association they cannot control, w
henever w

e 
m

ake another w
orld not just necessary, but actual, they underm

ine and repress us. O
n Friday 

people stood together and defended each other.  
 Young Black organizers rem

inded us relentlessly to not panic, to not run aw
ay, to stick 

together, to form
 defensive lines, to take care of each other, to protect each other, to stay 

together. D
o not panic, they are dividing the group, isolating this or that portion, separating 

and then attacking.  
  



                                      

                                       



                                       

 and pepper spray as frantic police sprayed unarm
ed people. C

ries for m
edics and folks 

running to help one another w
as heard. Even though there w

as a fire truck and am
bulance 

there, none of the people w
ere treated in the am

bulance for the burns and blood that ensued. 
Instead, the am

bulance com
forted the cops hit by a w

ater bottle. There are various videos 
online show

ing the seriously violent and sociopathic behavior of the C
hicago Police 

D
epartm

ent that have been, for m
any years now

, training in m
ilitary tactics and upping their 

supply of brutal w
eapons to use against C

hicagoans. 
 A

 local N
ative activist shared som

e photos of frightened police on FB and w
rote, “These 

pictures w
ere taken at the sam

e tim
e, that’s m

e calm
ly standing there w

ith m
y feathers and 

ribbon skirt w
aiting to round dance, w

hile the cops w
ere crying and ‘running for their life’ 

she w
ent on, “W

hen folks w
eren’t scared of their bullshit they decided to target less 

defensive people aw
ay from

 the folks defending them
selves- the children, m

edics, 
photographers, disabled, and the elderly. W

e said people are m
ore im

portant than property, 
their response w

as ‘people’?”. 
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 The solidarity m
arch proceeded to the statue of the m

urderer C
olum

bus and w
as very w

ell 
organized. A

t their arrival, Police had already surrounded the statue and w
ere guarding it, 

form
ing a barricade w

ith their bikes. A
bout a dozen cops in riot gear w

ere on standby at the 
other side of the hill. Several police SU

V
’s had already lined up along the law

n w
est of the 

statue in G
rant park. Streets had begun to be blocked off by cops. Before the people even 

reached the C
olum

bus statue, the C
PD

 had already dem
onstrated their pow

er and authority 
to protect this sym

bol of racism
 and genocide.  
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