








the middle and non-middle classes, between men and women, between the
bearers of the canon, in ali its forms, and the non-canonized.

That this is so because in all human cultures, narratively instituted
positive/negative representations are made to function as behavior-
regulating signaling systems which trigger the reward and punishment,
biochemical mechanism of the brain, as recently analyzed by Avram
Goldstein, and which function, as Woodson pointed out, to motivate and
demotivate some groups at the expense of others, as a function of the overall
social stratification of each order.

That the following test results should, therefore, correlate precisely
with the varying degrees of negative marking to which each non-White
group is subjected, and to.the superiority/inferiority ranking rule structuring
of our global social order, and laWIikely regulated by the Color Line, as
totemized in the binary opposition between White (symbolic life} and Black

{symbolic death).

ACT SCORES, 1990 [National Average Composite Score was 20.6]
"Minority" Group Students

Black Black Americans 17.0

Red American Indian 18.0
Alaskan Native Students

Latino Mexican American 18.3
Puerto Rican 19.3

Other Hispanic Students
Asian American 217
Pacific Islander

F.

That our present disciplines of the Flumanities and Social Sciences
must therefore guard and elaborate the truths of power structuring of our
present order as the condition of its stable replication as such an order; that as
a result, the fact that Black Americans were not included in the canon of
American Fiction before the Sixties, as David Bradley pointed out in 19828
was a lawlike non-inclusion whose function was to positively mark the
White American as the real American, and the normal human, and the Black
as the Lack, or gymbolic death, of the real American, of the #ormal human.
Therefore any a{ttempt to claim a canon of cur own, or a "multicultural”
paradigm, whilst it will incorporate the Black middle-class with the White
middle-class (even if as a sécondary middle-class), also serves to shift the
weight of negative marking from the Black American population group as a
whole to the poiaulation group of the inner city jobless—whether the now
criminalized Black male or the now stigmatized "welfare Mom." To define
our liberation in terms of a canon or the multiculturalization of knowledge
therefore simply serves to continue our ongoing destruction as a population

group. "It's the Black ones that are dying," as Sistah Souljah pointed out.

8 Bradley wrote in his 1952 essay, "Black and American,”

As a result of rallies, we got courses in "Black literature” and "Black
History" and a special Black adwvisor for Black students and a Black
cultural center...a rotting white-washed house on the nether edge of
campus. . . reachable . . . by way of a scramble up a muddy bank...And
all those new course did was exempt the departments from the
unsettling necessity of altering existing ones, so they could go right on
advertising a course in "American Fiction" that explicitly includes
Hawthorne, Clemens, James, Wharton, Hemingway, Fitzgerald and
implicily excludes Chesnutt, Hurston, Richard Wright and Ralph
Elisom, :



Their death is the "price of our ticket," our canon, of our treason as
intellectuals.

To conclude. We cannot as a population group of African descent,
wholly or partly, expect any other result but our continued degradation and
global disempowerment, within the terms of our present conception of the
human, Man, and the order of knowledge by means of which this conception
is elaborated. As the Other to this conception of the human, the cultural
messages of the order of knowledge which elaborates this conception must by
necessity be hostile not only to our realization, but to our survival as a
population group. It is it or us.

If, on the basis of the data of the reflex aversion felt by his Black
patients for their (negatively.marked) physiognomy, Fanon called for a
sociodiagnostic able to decipher Cose's cultural messages as the only royal
route to knowledge of our human behaviors, and of the rules that govern
them, hitherto outside our conscious awareness, Heinz Pagels, in his 1987
book The Dreams of Reason: The Computer and the Rise of the Science of
Complexity,® called for the breaching of the barrier between the natural
sciences and the humanities, (specifically called social sciences and literary

studies), in order to put our narratively constructed orders of consciousness

9 Pagels wrote in his 1988 book The Dreams of Reasor: The Computer and the Rise of the Science
of Complexity:

When we come to grasp the management of complexity, the rich
structures of symbols, and perhaps conscipusness itself, it is clear that
the traditional barriers ——bparriers erected on both sides —between the
natural sciences and the humanities cannot forever be maintained. The
narrative order of culturally constructed worlds, the order of human
feelings and beliefs, will bécome subject to scientific description in a
new way. Just as it did during the Italian Renaissance, a new image of
humanity will emerge in the fuiure as science and art interact in their
complementary spheres.

10

and belief under scientific description in a new way. In the terins therefore, of
a new cuiture—sAcientiﬁc order of truth, able to complete the only partial
victory of the natural sciences; able therefore to "unspeak Man" within the
terms of a planetary and therefore, scientific (rather than our present Liberal)
humanism as the basis of a new studis humanitatis —one for which the
human, rather than Man in its Western bourgeois and therefore "ethnic"

conception, is the referent. To move beyond the Western epistermne—canons

"bell curves" and all—that is our war now,

Sylvia Wynter
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#lso a crisis in social theery”
—Hlareld Cruse, 1968
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