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"The efforts to find a 'new Marxism' purified 1n the 

cauldron of woman's consciousness. is as natural to the women's 

movements as other 'separate attempts' -- separate women's trade 

unions and some kind of naver-quite becoming autonomous women's 

movement' (Charnie Bu.ttel, 1974) 

"Women have served all th.se centuri_ as looking glas-

s.s possessing the magic and d.licious power of reflecting the 

figure of man at twice its natural siz •••• That is why Napoleon 

and Mussolini insist so emphatically upon women 's inferiority, 

for if they ware not inferior they would cease to enlarg •• •• That 

serv_ to explain in part the nacessity that woman often are to 

men. And it serves to explain how restless they are under her 

criticism. 

(Virginia Woolf, 1929) 

I have divided this paper into two parts. Part One is an 

overview of an attempt to conceptualize contemporary social rea-

lity and its transformation from a frame of reference related to 

feminism in its own nama. 
the 

Part Two attempts to put some of/major issues raised by the 

discourse of feminism in the context of a larger theoretical 

schema, one in which feminism can realize the spacifity of it. 

discourse without either being diluted in an "amorphous universa-

lism" or "immured in a narrow provincialism". 

1956) 

The main argument of this frame is based on the formulatio 
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by GrEIQery Bateson, made in his book, !:!!.nli! .!!lli! ��Y!:!l.! a �!!!i!l!i!= 

Bateson here argues that social 
v 

systems think themselves by means of abduction schemas or analo-

gical systems; that, as in �e�!lmism, where this thinking is 

"literally in-formed" by the analogy between the social system 

and the larger ecological system of which it is a part, the 

constituting analogy of all socio-historical erders is "partly 

exact and partly fanciful and partly made real - by actions that 

the fantasy dictates" (Bateson, 1979).) 

The argument develops the concept of a governing 

morphogenetic fantasy, which, rather than the "human nature" of 

liberalism or the "economic forc_" 'of Marxism-Leninism, is 

determinant in the last instance of the praxis and mode of 

sociality of the contemperary SClciohisterical order. 

It defines this order as a classarchy, that is an erder 

based on the sovereignity of a middle class model of human 

identity, whether in its Liberal humanist definition (Man-as-

Norm) er in its Marxist-Leninist definition (Laber-as-Norm). It 

coins the word classarchx both on the model of �triarchx and on 

In the case of the first, the constituting 

analogy and symbolic construct, Man-as-Father (I) provided the 

erganizing prinCiple of the cultural order since the construct 

functions as the General Equivalent of Identity of that order. 

The structure of role allocations and related patterns of inter-

action then constitute themselv_ in relation to this construct 

as the major referent. 



The cultural system of patriarchy as a whole is thereDY 

indicated by the constituting analogy Man-as-Father. To be indi-

cated as the marked state and major referent, there must be a 

construct which exists relatively, as its unmarked state. In 

crucial to the very indicabillty of the order. to the law of form 

(Spencer-Brown, 1972) of what might be called the fake 'specia-

tion code' (2) with which the genus homo autodefines himself as a 
3 

culture-specific 'species'. In the abduction schema of patri-

archal systems, then, ,Women play the role of key representant, 

the Symbolic Other to the Norm whilst men play the key role of! 

the representant of the Norm in the structuring code.' 

The cultural system of classarch� was the first known, 

secular and global cultural system in the histories of human-
interalia, 

kinds. The Western middle classes, enriched bY�Europe's expro-

priation of the lands of the Americas, by the purchase-sale and 

use of the forced mass labor of Africans, yet finding their self-

affirmation as a group constricted by the aristocratic-

monarchical order with its bonding-identifying principle of 

Royal/Noble - Blood - and - Birth -. effected a cultural revolu-

tion of unprecedented magnitude. With this revolution in an 

underlying abduction schema with its related 'magma of social 

imaginary significations" (Castoriadis. quoted by Howard, 1977) a 

schema in which they were as a group, one of the representants of 

the unmarked state. the Western middle classes delegitimated the 

earlier cultural system, replacing it with their own, turning the 

code in their favour' (BaudrlI1ard, 1975,136). 
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This cultural revolution displaced monar!=hy, the 

sovereignlty of a single ruler -- the term monarchy derives from 

mgne�, Single, and Archein, to rule, to be first -- with the 

SDvereignlty of a single cultural order, and its related meaning­

system. This sovereignlty was global. 

The middle class cultural revolution was not only a rupture 

with the European monarchical order. It was a rupture with the 

traditional orders of things of all previous cultural systems of 

humankinds. If the constituting analogy o f  Blood-and-Birth still 

functi oned wi thi n the abducti on system of !:S!!!ti!l!l!::!ini t)(, i • e., >�' 

the bonding principle of kinship - lineage societies and their 

outgrowths, as the defining ine!£at!9n of 'we-who are -the- same­

blood: the middle classes, excluded from Norm status in the 

power-prestige order (Berger, Rosenholtz, Zelditch, 1980:3) legi­

timated by the divinel)( ��!ls�!onee status characteristic of 

Noble-Lineage, were compelled to shift both the schema of S2!l�-= 

guinit)( and the legitimating charter of Divine §�!l!:!!S!!!. 

They replaced both with the abduction schema of S2!l!l� I 

�!!!�)( and its related construct of Natural Sanction, dis­

placing the symbolics of tiO!luinit)( with the metaphorics of 

natur�it)(. The constituting analogy of the new order -- class� 

archy -- functioned now to represent the status-characteristic of 

the mercantile middle classas, i.e., its accumulation of non­

landed property, of !:!Q�, as the General Equivalent Signifier 

of Identity and Status, as the Place of the Phallus-tha-Symbolic-

Penis. This analogy was the construct of Man-as-Fr_man, i.e., 

man in the image of the European 'intermediate caste' (James, 

5 



1971) neither the nobleman. nor the nobleman's man, i.e., the 

serf. but a frE!m!D' The Freeman. Man-as-Liber, a precise hista-

rical and partial construct. was now universalized as ·�@O· the 

Subject of the legitimating discourse of Humanism. 

This particularity everywhere represented as a universal 

guaranteed its self-representation, for the first time in human 

history, not by a mythical or theological but by a S2gD�g 

charter. The Sanction which now 'elected' the construct 'man-

born-free-in-tha-stata-of-Nature, with -both his freedom-and-his-

varying-degrees-of-Natural-Reason pre-determined by Nature, the 

degrees of which determined the new power-prestige order, was a 

Sanction no longer guaranteed by religious, but rather � theec� 

tical !�tems. 

Man represented as the res cogitans (The thinking subject) in 

a relation to his symbolically inverted unmarked state, the t� 

eX�@Q!! (extended matter) in the Cartesian conceptual formation, 

now only had to follow Natural Law as revealed to him through 

that Natural Reason, allotted to him by ��! Cog�U! in whose 

image he was made. In this abduction schema all that pertained 

to �� extensa was represented as being made for his use, in 

the Calvinist reformulation of the Judaic anti-physis. (Baudril-

lard, 197e.63) 

In the secularized Calvinism of the morphogenetic fantasy of 

classarchy, Natural Reason came to take the place of Noble Blood 

as the Norm-criterion and Major referent of the new power pres-

tige order. As with degrees of Grace in the Calvinist theologi-

cal schema of Divine predestination, so degrees of Natural Reason 

allotted by Nature came ta be 'signified' by specific !ndiS!!. 
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the �entral one of whi�h was the degree o� property owned, and 

represented as accumulated in the state-o�-Nature in the Lockean 

s�hema. (MacPherson, 1962) Whilst all men were born equal-in­

the-State-o�-nature, this equality lay in the �act that they were 

all equally-subjected-tc-natural-Predestination, which determined 

the election o� the ncrm o� the order and the related determined 

heirar�hical structure o� secial relations. 

For the �irst time in human history homo did not start o�� 

with an unconditionally guaranteed identity. The dynamism o� 

classarchy, its incredible creativity and unparalleled destruc­

tiveness, derived �rom the �act that identity �cr the �irst time 

was put in play, was put in doubt. In the schema o� Calvinist 

predestination, man could never know hew much Grace he had been 

allotted, whether cr not he had been saved. Equally middle class 

man �ould not know how much Natural Reason he had been appor­

tioned, whether or not he had been 'elected' to the Place of the 

Ncrm. eDegrees o� capital-property ownership, of su�cess be�ame, 

however, a �entral signi�ier o� the degrees o� Natural Reason 

that had �allen to one's share. o� the degrees o� one's naturally 

allotted human merit, status, value.> 

Those who owned property ware new indicated as a 'we-who-are­

o�-the-same-nature". This indi�ation was sustained by the macro 

abduction system of E90natural!� and its related arsenal o� 

signi�ications·. Beginning with the Levellers of the English Puri­

tan Revolution, a linkage was established between �reedOm and the 

ownership of property. E��m!n were those who had enough proper­

ty to put their own labor to wcrk, those there�ore, not �oercable 
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by the will of others. Voting rights for the new political 

system of classarchy was therefore restricted to E�m�D' In the 

abduction schema of Man-as-Liber, as it functioned in Europe, the 

unmarked State, the key representant. was no longer a single 

group as in patriarchy, but that of a category -- i.e. the Ser-

vants/Almstakers category (MacpherSCIn, 1962) • Women. not 

allowed to own property and the "wards" of Free_n 'were a part 

of the res extensa category; a key representant of "natural 

difference." the classificatory principle of connaturality. 

Man-as-Liber functioned as the analogical construct of the 

Absolute space and time of the Newtonian represented universe, 

the cognitive charter which now subtended the socia-symbolic 
4 

universe. In it. Lockean reformulation, the sovsreignity of the 

'�m!n' became that of the 'sovereign individual'. 

The partial freedom of the individual Free_n took preca-

dence over the freedom of the constituents of the SClcial process-

This displacement of logical type by which a member 

of the class can be erroneously substituted for the class of 
5 

classes was the key falsification, the area of the sacred and 

SClcially entrenched clause' (Gellner, 1974) crucial to the dyna-

mic functioning of the laws of form of c�assarchy; to its systems 

of accumulation, distribution and �elated modes et calculatiea. 

In the United States of America. as Jefferson revealed in 

the algebraic equation with which he represented Blacks as being 

able to acquire the rights of citizens (the vote) only through 
6 

breeding 'upwards; through varying degrees of <whitening', the' 

key signifier of the status of Freeman was Det the ownership of 

property. Rather one got the vote as a naturally-Free-because-

j 
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born-a-white man. The Man-as-Free-white-man construct needed, 

�or its indication, the grounding distinction of the Black as 

naturally born-not-free-and-not-white. The America that Jeffer-
' 

son invented (Sorry Wills, 1979) was a recycled mode of class-, 

archy in its EB5S WHI TEMA� form. The Black-as-Negro functioned 

in American classarchy as Women had functioned in patriarchy, as 

Inca9t had functioned as the key p�ghibition of patriarchy, 

one which sustained the indication 'we-of-the-same-b1 ood, as 

against the They-not-of-the-same-blood. In the same manner the 

prohibition of miscegenation also functioned to define natural 

ditfer@� as the bonding-and-defining principle of the socio-

symbolic universe of North America. Miscegenation, like incest, 

functioned at the level of the,abduction schema as the prohibi-

tion of miscategorization, i.e., the crucial injunction against 

breaching the categories which subtend the laws of form of the 

order. Hence the rigidity of the 'native' cultural model of 

North American classarchy; a rigidity noted by the Eritrean 

anthrophologist As�aron Legessel 

"One. of the many immutable pra9criptive rules in 
America is the classification of human beings into 
Blacks and Whites. These are mutually exclusive cate­
gories in the sense that one cannot b e  both Black and 
White at the same time. One cannot help but: e 
impressed b y  the extreme rigidity of this native model. 
It denia9 the fact that Blacks and Whita9 do marry and 
enter into elaborate illicit sexual liaisons. The myth 
of the two races is preserved by the simple rule that 
all the offspring., of interracial unisons are automati­
cally classified as Blacks." (Asmaron L.egesse, 19741 
258) 

The world economic world system set in place from the 

fifteenth century onwards was also bonded and held in place by 
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the �onstituting analogy of �la •• archy and it. related �atego-

ria •. Here the Freeman was naturally -- White-and-Western. 

Whilst this indi�ation was se�ured by a strategy of symboli� 

inversion in whi�h a series of ex�luded others (the unmarked 

state of the � �Q&! �ategories) represented and produced as 

.u�h at both the symboli�, theoreti�al and empiri�al levels of 

the order, the main representant of the grounding division was 

again the BI�k. sin�e he served to represent the White-Western 

Freeman �onstruct as the Norm of the Human, whilst Afri�an " non-

�ulture" served as the symbolic inversion of Western �ulture as 
7 

the Norm of Human Culture . 

Hen�e the �entrality of the Bla�k-White Dlstin�tion to the 

stru�turing �ode of �lassar�hYI 

"The bla�k revolt ai_ at r�e as a �ode, at a 
level more radi�al than economi� exploitation ••• No 
other �ulture besides ours has produ�ed the systemati� 
distin�tion of Bla�k and White. And this distin�tion 
applies not as an afterthought but as a structural 
elament which is reprodu�ed ever more dynami�ally today 
under the appearan�es of a flattering liberal 
universalism. And the obJe�tification of the Bla�k as 
su�h is not that of exploited labor power, but an 
objectifi�ation by the see@. One �an easily verify 
that it is sustained by a whole arsenal of 
significations, irredu�ible to e�onomi� and politi�al 
determinations. The aman�ipated and embourgeoisified 
bla�k remains a BI�k, Just as the proletarianized 
immigrant remains first of all an immigrant, as the Jew 
ramains a Jew. Again the �ode re-emerges with more 
violen�e in everything that would seem to suppress 
it ••• (Baudrillard, 1975:13 6). 

If the Bla�k-White Distin�tion fun�tioned to fix the Major 

Referent and optative identity for all groups and ra�es, the 

gender-distinction, man/woman fun�tioned to repli�ate the repre-

sentation of 'natural Differen�e' whi�h bonds the order, enabling 

it to fun�tion as a so�iodicy, i. e., an order whose empiri�al 
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everyday praxis justifies the ways of the order to itelf. ,Bott 

the Black-White and the Gender distinction as well as the relatec 

'naturalness' of heterosexuality to the 'unnaturalness of all 

forms of non-heterosexuality, 

order's di§SeYC§!!! ei J.y�ificf!!:.ion., The discourse articulated ir 

the cognitive charter of Liberalism, represents all sociall) 

constituted inequalities and heirarchies as the 'natural' result 

of varying degrees of innate Natural Merit. This construct 01 

Natural Merit functions, like the Divine sanction of the Europear 

medieval world order, to legitimate the structure of social 

relations necessary to the reproduction and replication of thE 

Norm-status of the property-owning middle class. 

With the Russian Revolution however, a new intermediatE 

caste, tha intelligentsia as a class for-itsalf, redefined thE 

'constituting analogy' of Man-as-Liber. The fra!!!m-en as Man-in-

Seneral was displaced by the construct Labor-in-General. In thE 

new variant of the middle class abduction schema, man is reprl 

.sented as producing himself through his labor, as defined by thi! 

I abor-identi ty. Man's productive-material-labor was now repre· 

sen ted as the singla source of aconomic and of mataphysical huma, 

value. Whilst Han-as-Labor was bistec!s!!!x equal, a naw pow 

prastige ordar based on incremental levels of skill - traine 

skilled 'labor' was represented as incremants of unskilled labo 

-- displaced the aarlier variant of dagraes of ownership 

capital/Natural Raason. Since Man's idantity as labor was gua 

ranteed by the cognitive charter of the 'scientific truth' c 

Marxism Leninism, the trained intelligentsia, able to deciphe 
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this .. truth" threugh their 'cerrect censcieusness' were legiti­

mated as the Vanguard-brain te the brawn ef the werking classes; 

as the new Norm-identity, the Party ideelegue, bearer ef the 

cerrect disceurse whese inverted Other was the Zek, the devia­

tienist. as the Kulak (8) was the inverted ether ef Man-as-Laber. 

Thus at the global level, the secular severeignity ef the 

middle Western middleclass medel ef identity in beth variants was 

secured by a strategy ef inversien (9) in which a series of 

excluded ethers, represented and secially preduced as such. at 

the symbelic empirical and metaphysical levels serve, by their 

patterns ef interactien and nermal everyday secial praKis, te 

verify the ...... ality .. ef the erd.r as " demenstrably true", its 

made ef scciality as demenstrably "naturally" er "hi stericall y 

predetermin.d, its "regi_ ef truth" as universally ebj.ctive, as 

scientific and therefore uncenditienal, "truth". 

As theught sytems derived frem the underlying merphegenetic 

fantasy ef classarchy, beth Liberalism and MarKism-Leninism 

functien as legitimating disceurses which inscribe and articulate 

the "regime of truth" (Feucault, 1980) en which the mede ef 

seciality ef classarchy is based.' 

Feminism. which functien within the frames ef reference ef 

the "ebjective truth" ef Liberalism or of the "scientific truth" 

MarKim-Leninism, legically functien te reinscribe and 

reinferce the very system which campels wemen te signify ether­

ness, te put the cede of the erder inte practice, inte play. 

An autenemous fra_ ef reference, rather than pretesting 

;against "male supremacy" (Liberal feminism) er "capitalist supre­

,,' macy" (MarKist-Leninist feminism) ;!liets cut te decenstruct and 
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.,decode the underlying morphogenetic fantasy which dictates multi­

ple modes of supremacy.---including the di scursi ve supremacy of 

vanguard feminists (usually middle class, white. and western euro­

pean) over their inverted excluded others. i.e., those who lack 

the series of norm-signifiers. and are non-middle class, and/or 

non-white, and/or non-_stern european. IAn autonomous frame of 

"reference for feminism, paradoxically puts the discourse of femi­

nism itself into question •. > 

Notes Toward a Particular/Universal Feminism 
---- ---- - ------------ -- -

In! t:s Q!!Jl Na!!!!!. 

"That this rupture can be in complicity with the Law 

or, rather, that it can constitute a point of departure for even 

deeper changes • • • that is the majer problem" (Krlsteva, 1974:494) 

Alice Jardine quote th. above statement in her introduction 

to Kristeva 's article 'Women 's Time' (in Signs, Vol. 7, No. I •• 

Aut. 19B1.5). In a footnote Jardine further explains that 

although Kristeva specifically ref.rr.d. in that statement, to 

th. 'rupture ' made by "experiments in po.tic language at the .nd 

of the nineteenth century", th. question that she poses. i •••• 

rupture as a recycling of the Law of the abduction schema or 

rupture as exodus, expatriation (Jefferson) and .ntry into thE 

new--constltutes for Kristeva" the principal fccal point wher 

thinking about all major forces of chang." (Jardine, 1981:5 No. 

1) • 

There are several tendencies in the discourse of contempo-

rary feminism which promise a rupture constitutive of a point o' 
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departure outside of complicity with the Law. However, since 

like all the movements of the Sixties, �mini§m functions as an 

autonamized particularity, rather than as a particularity consti­

tutive of a new non-middle class mode of universality, these 

tendencies. can be 'neutralized and reduced' by their conjuncture 

'with one or the other legitimating discourse as was the workers' 

movement of the nineteenth century (Baudrillard, 1975:152). and 

the twentieth century movements of national and cultural Libera­

tion in the Third World.� 

I 

If. as Baudrillard argues, the meeting of a radical theory 

of revolution with an objective workers' movements lead to a 

situation in which each 'rationalized in the image of the other' 

effected a short-CirCUiting of the dialectic of revolution, this 

short-circuiting has also been effected by the post-Sixties con­

Juncture of the multiple movements of intellectual and cultural 

Reformation that erupted in North America and in Europe, with the 

recycled theories of Neo-Liberalism and Neo-Marxism. 

The short-circuiting of all these global movements is the 

short-Circuiting of an emergent global popular cultural revolu-

tion directed against the cultural sovereignity of classarchy. 

Feminism, in 11 g� � is a constitutive part of this world­

wide popular cultural revolution. 

Such a revolution logically calls for a breakout from the 

order of classarchy, whether in its 'free world' or 'Soviet 

Democracy' forms. Since the theoretical models of Liberalism 

and of Marxism-Leninism function reflexly -- much as the immune 

system functions with respect to the phYSical body -- to defend 

the 'order of things' of their respective variants of E!!§�!CS�, 
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from whose laws of functioning they derive their corr.lativ. 
10 

conditions of .xistence, an autonomous frame of ref.renc. for 

feminism, must, logically call these models into question. 

Two such recent callings in question indicate a rupture 

attempting to free itself from the complicity of the Law. One of 

th.se is the call for pay for hous.wiv.s and the call for 'compa-

rable worth', i.... .qual pay for the same jobs don. r.gardless 

of gender distinction. The oth.r is the refusal to accept that 

definition of wom.n's sexuality which limits it to the repre­

sented Norm of genital heteros.xuality. 
;', 

The force of both of these questionings lie, in the challenge 

that they make to the �e9Y5� logic ef �b8 systems of represen­

!i�J and the related mode of calculation and intra-evaluative 

competencies by which the hegemony, of the male over the female, 

of White over Black, middle class over non-middle class. of the 

West Dver the non-West. is legitimated. 

FEMIN!§n � !!2 � � � I� fORM REPRESE�IeTIONI 

�.£:.§ t;;QN-i!BY� QE !HS LOOJ<m2 GLASS �Qt! 

Marx. Baudrillard pOints out, settled accounts with the 

bourgeosie's representation of b�me e!Egogmisy! but left the form 

- 'representation' unanalysed. Vet. as Foucault argues, there 

can be no science of man .xcept we study the ways in which. from 

within the life that he lives, within the forms of production 

that governs that life. man ��p����nts tD himself that life. 

There is a disjuncture th.n betw •• n the �m prod-ys1!go and the 
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vA feminism in its own name takes the !gtm �geC!�Qt�t!gc as 

"the object of its inquiry. Not its sexuaIi ty or its rolli} in the 

made of production but rather the representation mode of these; 

and the role that these representations play in the legitimation 

of multiple forms of coercion, of social and psychic domination; 

its role then in the structuring code of the orderv,a code which, 

to borrow Richard Dawkins point with respect to the functioning 

of the genetic code. us.s its human ag.nts as its 'survival 

machines', as the mechanisms through which it articulates its own 

intentionality. (Hinde, 19821262) 

,A feminism in its own name directs its revolt not against 

'the agents of the code, male or capitalist supremacists, but 

agai nst the code i tsel f.> Above all, it subverts the code by 

refusing it. own prescribed role in the empirical artiCUlation of 

its representationsJ in effect by coming out of the closet, 

moving out of our aSSigned categories. 

For like the Slack/White distinction, the gender-model dis­

tinction is crucial to the code"s reproduction and replication. 

"The revolt of women," aaudrillard writes, "aims at the code 

that makes the feminine a non-marked term ••• this revolt is no 

longer that of the economically exploited • • •  it aims at •• •  tbg 

impos!� gf the code !!!!lEt! inscribE!!! ttlf! li!.C!!!!iU.!Ji !t!:!!t!!9::t gf 

It is this mark that the women's revolt aims 

at, not the claims, democratic and rationalist, of political or 

sexual rights to equality • • •  Not ttlf! �cess!gc gf �m!n tg tn. �e2! 

that is, the turning of the code in ttlf!!.!: favor, lityS tb!!! aboli-

1;lon ef. !;,tlf! liode". (Saudrillard, 1975.136) 
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WOObE erf� IHE bOOKINS §be� �!§!Qtt!. 

In! Q!!!rf rfeMs·) 

Wooli's e Room gf QD@�& Q�D is the founding charter of a 

ieminism in its own name. The revelation that she makes oi the 

concrete coercive power 04 systems of representation remains 

unequalled. Before Bateson, her concept of the Looking Glass 

Vision had already analysed for us, the mode oi functioning of 

the morphogenetic fantasy of classarchy; had seized the iorm 

representation as the primary object 04 critical analysis. 

"Liie for both sexes", she wrote, "is arduous • • •  l1ore 
than anything perhaps, creatures of illusion that we 
are, it calls ior confidence in oneself • • • And how can 
we begin to generate that imponderable quality most 
quickly? By thinking that other people are inferior to 
oneself. By thinking that one has � innate 
superiority---it may be wealth or rank. or a straight 
nose. or the portrait 04 a grandfather by Romney--for 
there is no end to the pathetic devices of the human 
imagination -- over other people. Hence the enormous 
importance to a patriarch who has to conquer, who has 
to rule. o4'ieeling that great numbers of people, half 
the human race, are � Dature, inferior to himseli. It 
must indeed be one 04 the chiei sources oi his power. 
Without that sourceDi power, probably the earth would 
still be, swamp and jungle. The glories of our wars 
would \:ia unknown • • • Supermen and iingers oi destiny 
would , :�exer have exi·sttld •• • (11) , irrors are essential to 
all violent and heroic actions ••• That is why Napoleon 
and tL.�lini insist se emphatically upon the inierio­
rity .oI',�wo_h ior ff'they were not inierior. they would 
cease 'tt(�Etnlarge�' That serves to explain in part the 
na'c:essi.:t;Y.· that women are to man. And it serves to 
explain:hdN restless they are under her criticism. Fa,. 
i£. she' begins � l@ll tl:!!! t!:Yth. tl:!!! 4igur..!! ill tlJe 
!.gg�!Dlil glU! sh"Wl!b b!.!! filD-� fgc !.if.!! ' 1& S!!!!.;: 
nish@g. How is he to go on giving judgement. civi­
lizing natives. making 1_5, w,.iting books unless he 
can see himseli • • •  at twice the size he ,.eally is. The 
looking glass vision is oi supre_ importance because 
it charges the vitalities; it stimulates the nervous 
system. Take it away and man may be like the drug 
iiend deprived oi his cocaine (Woolf, 1929:35-37) 
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FEMINISM IN ITS OWN NAME: THE 'SEGINNING TO TELL THE TRUTH' OF 

lJabba �Q§IeL!la!:!5§ arm MA�!sll!�Q!:!1 

With the call for pay for housewives, the Looking Glass 

began to 'tell the truth'. !his call began as a movement in 

Italy in 1974. (Davis, 1982: 233). The danger that this call 

represented to the system of representtion of classarchy lead to 

the defence of the "natural" order of things, i.e., the liberal 

order. There were reactive responses by Marxist Leninists, too. 

These responses sought to theoretically outlaw this heresy. 

Charnie Guettel"s cogent and well argued booklet--!:!!rxism !D2 

FemiD!!m. Ontario, 1 974 -- �s an excellent example of the discur­

'sive strategies by which the heresy of the pay-for-housewives 

call was contained, by the abductive logic of Marxism Leninism.> 

"Another strategy which starts from woman"s role as 
house keeper", Guettel wrote, "is the movement for 
state pay for wives and mothers which sometimes justi­
fies itself in the name of Marxist economics. cIts most 

, 

recent proponents are Manarosa dalla Costa and Selma 
,James,', Sy Dalla Costa"s logic, should be 

labor power 
a n 

as b� 
___ eOW!!!: i!! must be 
decrease women"s role as reproducer rather 
dify here in that place" (Guettel, 1 980: 48) 

Inso­
S!i!!l!!!:!!!!21!e!l 
taken that 
than so11-

What we must note here is the reerE�n1!1i!i!!l by the dis­

course, of b-ou-!!�� as the Looking Glass Vision of the "real" 

activity, i.e., of erod!:!!i1!e!l. ,And the abduction schema of 

: Marxism Leninism which is based on the central concept of exploi-

tation--i . e . ,  Labor is the true source of value, profit expro-
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priated by the capitalists, is the -surplus- value that rR5ults 

from the extra value of the worker's labor power. and the lesser 

wages paid him by the empleyer -- unravels when the housewives, 

calling fer pay, suggests that 'expleitatien' takes place in 

multiple forms inside and outside the factery. outside the pra-

cess aT preductien; which therefore suggests that the accumula-

tien ef value threugh preductien is a subset aT multiple glebal 

and secietal precesses aT such accumulatien., 

Thus Angela Davis, altheugh more sympathetic to the call, 

mu.t by the legic of her disceurse. al.e stigmatize the housa-

wiv .. ' call far the heresy that it is. She tee reas.erts an erder 

of value between real productive labar, (the res cegitans cate-

gory) and mere maintenance (the res exten.a categary). 

f "The demand that housewives be paid" she writ .. "is ba.ed on 

the assumption that they preduce a commedity a. important and 

valuable a. the commodities that their husbands produce on the 

jeb • • •  (But heusewark) • • •  cannot be defined as an integral cempa-

nent ef cap!talist productien. It is rather related to produc-

" 
tion as a precondition • • •  The capitalist presuppeses a body of 

expleitable work.r ...... (Davis, 1982;234-235) 

�DS§ QE �ALCULATION � !tlS �LOSED 2!2!5H2 QE a�RUCTlVE THOUGHT. 

Both Buettel and Davis go directly to the crucial peint. 

Far what is at issue here is the entire legic of classarchy's 

" di scour.e of justification; and of the related m� 

'�lcU!.�!.e!l and laws ef di.tributien which enable the raplicatien 

and repreduction of the global domination of the middle classes.� 

Fer the proposal ef pay far housework calls into question a 

megg sf ��!.EY!.�!l by which until hitherto, heusewives were not 
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paid; by which women and o�her C2! �x�!De� ca�egories could no� 

ge� 'comparable wor�h' remunera�ion. And ye� un�il �he women's 

challenges �hat mode of calcula�ion had seemed objectively exact 

and unconditional. 

If we note �he close parallel between the representation of 

the housewives' mere maintenance role and that of the Third 

world, as only being engaged in the lesser production of 'raw 

materials' as contrasted to the 'real' productive activity of �he 

First World, the point of the Marxist-Leninist distinction begins 

to emerge. For except an order of value is kept between 'real' 

production, and the rest of the related process -- as-a-whole in 

whose context the activity of 'production' takes place, on inso-

luble problem would arise. By which mode of calculation is the 

global social product, and the accumUlated value produced by the 

coordination of the multiple contributing activities of all 

� 
peoples, 

A 
be rationally redistributed? How can multiple factors, 

each symbiotically providing the conditions of existence for the 

other, none realizable without the network of the others, be 

assessed objectively? How else, �ga� by a mode ef S!!sulatlen 

which elects � of the multiple factors as the Major Referent 

and Beneral eqUivalent of Distribution - the investor of capi�al 

in the case of the capitalist mode of calculation, the owner of 

Labor-Value in the case of the Laborist mode of calCUlation? 

It is here that the abduction schema of classarchy plays a 

determining role. For the Single Factor selected, is, in bo�h 

cases, isomorphic with �he Norm status characteristic, of �he 
12 

power prestige order of both variants of classarchYJ isomor-
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,phi� then with the Major Social Referent, about whi�h the socio-

symboli� universe of each variant of �lassar�hy is organized. 

Since property/�apital is the signifier of the Norm in one 

case and labor the signifier of the Norm in the other, the pro-

cess of production in which these fa�tors appear central must be 

indi�ated as the marked state. Thus as Cutler, Hindess, and 

Hirst point out, �he Marxian discourse which represents produc­

tive Labor as the Single Source of value and abselute Referent 

must function as a tautological and closed discourse, which 

presupposes labor time as the aeneral Equivalent of value, and 

then "proves" its presupposition: 

"Marx, " they write "conceives exchange as an equa­
tion, as the identity of distinct'commodities in a 
third t�rm which is a property common to both. Why 
must exchange be an equation? Why must one definite 
property'" (labor-time) be the form in which it is 
attained ••• ? Exchang! must be Q9DS!i��!§ eguation 
if the discourse of �apital is to produce its particu­
lar concept of value • • •  that concept • • • necessary to the 
theary of; '!!Urel us val Ullf·. Ex'�hange must be concei ved 
in terms'of' labar-time, the equation of labor-timas, if 
Marx, 's concept of value is to be passible. Thus 
labcr-tfaie'"and value as categories hegemonise,in the 
discours'&l the' analysis, . of , exchang_ 
proporti'Onality ••• What ,makes ratios in which goods 
ex'changli,"agaiJ,st erie another necessary rather than 
:i:ncidenti;jf? "What mak.s tHes. lIiicailsary propart:l.ons the 
forms '*',equations cif labar-t'inies?,;;.In !;apital value 
is a c,l;!ncept which both explains • •• and goes b.yond 
.xchang�.lations. The reasOn for thisJ�necessary 
proportionality in exchange, and this equation of 
labor-t(mas"irihich und*r"lies it is th.· .. law of value" as 
a law of distribution of social labar • •• It is alse 
necessary"to all systems of social production. In the 
case of this 'law' taking the form of value (value-in­
exchange) it expresses the fact of the division and the 
interd.p.ndence of the members of the society as inde­
pendent producers. Why should the members of this 
seciety be united by!� ggYi!ien ef �!� divie!� 
le�e�§? Why should they, i.e., their labors, be equate, 
and equated as labor-times? These questions pose the 
problems of the foundation of the farm of the measure 
(labor-time). • •  -

-- ---
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Marx's concept of exchange a. equation makes 
po •• ible a definite range of que.tion. concerning 
profit.. If profit is defined a. the difference 
between the receipts from the .ale of the product and 
the co.t of production it may be asked what d.t.rmines 
this diff.r.nc.? Various .conomic theori.s attempt to 
give a .ingl. gen.ral .xplanation of the difference and 
to connect it with the .. revenu.... of the different 
classes or "factor." ent.ring into production. Thu. 
profit may be conceived a. the return on the factor of 
production 'capital' as the reward for entr.pr.neurial 
skill and as compensation for risk taking. All th.se 

.xplanation. are dominated by a �DE�e�iOD g! eg�Cg�gis 
c!gn� in that they .uppose 'profit' i. the reward for 
effort spent. opportunities foregone or risks taken: 
.uch actions by the pos.es.or. of capital or skill 
require �uitx return! g! ! CBughlx Eommensur!� 9C 
�9uivalent natur •••• Capital, in conc.iving .xchange as 
the .quation of labor-time •••• s.t. the condition for 
discov.ring the origin of ecg!!� in labor­
times ••• Central also is the notion that the socially 
necessary labor-time contributions of the producers 
determine the ratios in which commodities exchange, that 
the product can be represent.d as a totality of labor­
tim.s ••• This form and this foundation enable Marx to 
define the problem of the d.terminants of profit in 
.uch a way a. to ascribe it to an origin in the labor 
contributions of the producers to the product • •• Without 
this measure ••• there can be no effective theory of 
.urplus value ••• !! 9D� 9Q!� Qg� !� ! �!ng!� gen�c!! 
determinant of profit, rejecting Marxist and orthodox 
general account. of their origin and accepting that the 
profits capitali.t. enterpri.e. a;1Y!!!� m!k� n!�� D9 
!!Dg� oriqiD ••• then'there can be no ! ecioc! reason to 
conceive eXChange in this way. " (Cutler, Hindess, 
Hirst, 1977 Vol. 1:17-19) 

SINGLE ORI6IN OF PROFIT? OR MULTIPLE DETERMINANTS? 

Here the call, as Dalla Costa puts it, for the housewife's" 

production of labor power to be rewarded. finds its theoretical 

legitimation as one factor in the multiple determinant. of pro-

fits. Thi. links the particular per.pective of feminism to the 

per.pectives of the multiple res extensa categories who function 

in the proce.s-as-a-whole. And if, as Samir Amin points out, a 

Western-centered MarXism, by privileging production as the site 
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of the accumulation of value. oversees the multiple factors of 

accumulation in the global process-as-a-whole. Anuar Abdel Malek, 

from the perspective of the non-Western peoples, has also painted 

to the same oversight of the global-process-of-accumulation, an 

oversight enabled by the Liberal and Marxian privilegin� of 

'productive-labor' as the source of accumulation. 

The Western world-system as it exists today, Anuar Abdel 

Malek writes, began with the west's m�litary expansion from the 

tim. of tpe Crusades onwards. With the d.struction of all 

alternative cultural syst.ms and systems of power, the West 
.!S 

.ffected a sustain.d proc.ss of coerced accumulation from the 

no�-Western world over 'centuries of do�inationQ. Vet the same 

marginalization that Guettel .ffects With the accumulation-role of 

the housewife is effected by W.stern revolutionary theory with 

respect to that of the non-West. 
1 
For in its system of 

representation Marxism-Leninism displac.s the class of class.s--

the historical global process by which a single network of accu­

,mulation was forcibly installed. with all the peoples of the 

planet harnessed to the aCCUmulation-project that defin.s the 

middle class. model-of-id.ntity�their life activities forcibly 

g.ared to the t.los of accumulation through the interdependent 

processes of production. consumption and circulation -- with a 

member of the class. i •••• the productive process of the West.� 

Thus Anuar Abdel Malek points out, West.rn revolutionary 

th.ory remains fixated on the construct of 'capitalist surplus 

val us , as if 'the main thing in the history of mankind were the 

last stage of the class strug�le in class societies. during which 

the capitalists were to exploit the workers" (Anuar Abdel Malek, 
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1979) • With this representation, all non-Western movements are 
" 

; represented as marginal compared to the real class struggle of 

the Wastern proletariat; in the same way as housewives' work 

is represented as mere maintenance. This representation enables 

the imposition of a power prestige order of differential value 

between the Western class struggle, the Black race struggle, the 

struggle against sexism, and non-Western national-cultural strug-

gle5. And the abductive logic of the theory responds to the 

frame of reference of the constituting analogy of man-as-Iabor. 

The frame of reference of Man-as-Labor, as the constituting 

analogy implicit in the discourse of Buettel and Davis, must 

logically privilege the process of production, according to the 

laws of its abductive logic. �or in the abduction schema of 

,
Marxism-Leninism, man defines himself as human by the process in 

'which he produces-himself-as-value� Equally in the abduction 

schema of Liberalism the work-productive ethic and site is 

imperative if man is to 'prove' the degrees of Brace, Natural 

Reason. Natural Merit allotted him. ,Both discourses must then 

Ifunction, above all, to 'produce' Production as the General 

EqUivalent of all the contributing processes; to represent its 

'accidental property' as the fixed reference.' 

The tautological point of this is captured by a point made 

by Kripkel 

• • •  Wittgenstein says something very puzzling about 
this. He saysl "There is one thing of which one can 
say neither that it is one meter long nor that it is 
not one meter long, and that is the standard meter in 
Paris • • •  l think he must be wrong • • •  Part of the problem 
which is bothering Wittgenstein is, of course that this 
stick serves as!! !.!:.i!!lg� Ei lengtb !!nd l!!9!!!!! can.=.t 
!!llt:i2!!!!!! l!!:!gth to it • • •  But there is no reason to so 
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conclude • •• For he's using this definition not to gi�g 
the m�o!Dg of what he called the 'meter' but to fix 
the reference • • • He use. it to fix a reference. IDg� 
is a certain lengtb �b!5h bg ��nt. £9 � 9Y£. He 
marks it out wi th � !!ES!!H!�!. 2!:ope!:� namel y that 
£bg� !!! � !!lick 2i £b� leng£b· §9!!!!!eQ.g it!.!!!! might 
mark out the same reference by another accidental 
property." (Kripke, 1972, 274) 

Vet with the production-process as the fixed referent, the 

equal expenditures of their life potentialities, contributed by 

housewives and the Third World, with their life activities 

producing the conditions of existence for the production process 

as the production process provides the conditions of existence 

for their processes. had logically to be calculated as of minimal 

value. 

Such a mode of calculation logically lead to the linked 

processes of enrichment and of impoverishment. Barbara Ward gave 

the figures of this socially produced ratio of difference between 

the First and the Third World, and her figures were quoted by 

Nyererel 

Seventy percent of the world's population--the 
Third World--commands together no more than twelve 
percent of the Gross World Product. Eighty percent of 
the world's trade and investment, ninety-three percent 
of its industry, and almost !QQ perceD£ 2i !£!i !:£!!!A!:ED 
is controlled • • •  by the industrial!:!5h. The income gap 
is getting wider. even between the industrialized and 
so-called "higher-income" Third World countries. (Ward 
quoted by Julius Nyerere, 1980) 

This ratio of difference finds its parellel in the recently 

noted 'feminization of poverty', even in the recent 'comparable 

worth' dispute where the metaphYSiCS of the man as the 'real' 

breadwinner, (Guettel) sets up an order of value between 

respective life expenditures. In all cases it is clear that the 

mode of calculation responds to the abductive logic of the 
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constituting &n&logy &nd its rel&ted morphogenetiC f&nt&sy. 

The c&ll for equ&l P&y for housewives, &nd for 'comp&r&ble 

worth' P&Y ch&llenges, by implic&tion. 

&nd the logic 

the system of 

the closed , represent&tion of cl &ss&rchy of 

theoretic&l systems which m&ke this mode of c&lcul&tion, 

·c&lcul&ble'. The c&ll for housewives &nd equ&l P&Y thre&ter 

&bove &11, to unfix the Referent. 

Ynfixing the Beferent: 

Within the &bduction schem& of cl&ss&rchy, the Soci&l 

Referent of cl&ss suprem&cy is nowhara more firmly fixad th&n in 

the form of r&ce, i.e., Bl&ck/White, &nd in the form oi 

Homosexuality with its 'Arsenal of signi-

fications' inherited from Christianity, pl&ys, &t the deep reces-

ses of the psyche, a centr&l role in the represent&tion oi 

'n&tur&l differance', i.e., of bin&ry distinction between 'n&tu-

r&l' heterosexuality &nd 'unn&tur&l homosexu&11ty. Nowhere is 

the Norm Referent of the 'n&tural' more firmly fixed th&t in the 

representation of heterosexuali ty, 

Here the signification system of the 'n&tur&l' is hard wired 

in the deep roots of the culture. As Schneider points out, 

Americ&ns think their saci&l order on the &nalogy of the 

"n&tur&l' 

" • • •  in Americ&n culture • • •  it is _nos place to damin&te 
n&ture, to control it, to use nature's powers for his 
own ends • • •  In American culture m&n's iate is seen as 
one which follows the injUnction, Master Nature. His 
science and technology and much of his life is devoted 
to th&t t&sk. In American culture m&n is defined &1$ 
bei ng l!!!0!!!!YSb.!! 9.!!rt of naj;!:U:!!.L g2!!l!!Qg �he !�� 9 
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Oi1Y� jUGt Ilk. everything else. The antithesis of 
the first paragraph is thus denied in the Gecond • • •  (The 
latter is) one part of nature with which man has made 
his peace and in terms of which he is content to find 
his fate. What is out there in nature. says the 
definitions of American culture, is what kinship is. 
�O�b!2 � tog e1222 �gl!�!2D§b!2L �b� £!�� 2£ ab!�g2 
e!2gg�tic §ubstaD.�' Kinship is the mother's bond of 
flesh and blood with her child, and her maternal 
instinct is her love for it. This is nature; these are 
natural things, these are 'the ways of nature'. To be 
otherwise is unnatural, artificial, contrary to 
nature." (Schneider, 1 968: 107) 

The second 'rupture that attempts to conceptualize a 

feminism in its own name, to move outside the' complicity of the 

Law is that of Cathrine MacKinnon. Her discourse refuses the 

Fixed single Referent of heterosexuality, as the housewives' call 

for wagas refuses the Fixed Referent of 'productive Labor', Both 

'ruptures' mova in tha arena of Woolf's analysis, coming out of 

the closet of the closed systems of the legitimating discourses 

of classarchy. 

Referent. 

Both ruptures tend, then, to unfix the Single 

As Mackinnon notes, the partial representation of the pot en-
� 

tial sexual range of female sexual responses, enables a moda of 

measurement which establishes heterosexuality as the General 

Equivalent of sexuality, as the major referent. When she writes 

,that the 'point is to avoid measuring Lesbian sexuality, hence 

women's sexuality, by heterosexual' (i.e., male-defined) stan­
I 
dards, sha, howaver, . lets slip by the real rupture, i.e., the 

chance to relativize tha Referent, to deconstruct its uncondi-

tionality. Thus women's sexuality would be here a class of 

classes able to contain both Lesbian and heterosexuality as 

different forms of each other. 
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In this �ontext the taboo on Lesian sexuality would result 

not so m�h be�ause it threatens to "make men sexually 

irrelevant" but for more from the fa�t that it unfixes and 

relativizes both heterosexuality as the general Equivalent of 

Sexuality, and at a more �omplex level, it de�onstr�ts and 

,relativizes all General equivalents of identity; relativizes all 

Thus to �ome out of the �loset as a Lesbian -- or as a Bla�k 

who before had worn white masks -- is not so' mu�h to de�lare 

"loss of male slilxual K�ess," a �on�liIpt whi�h still moves in thlil 

proplilrty-rights schema of �lassar�hy, but is far morlil to brlila�h 

the great macro-distin�tion of Natural and Unnatural, ,to breach 

thlil distin�tion between the Norm res �ogitans (productive labor, 

heterosexuality) and the pariah res extensa (maintenan�e-

housework. Blackness, lesbianism) �ategorilils., 

And in her analysis of the rlillation between a Feminist 

Studies stigmatized as ·subjectivliI·'. as the symboli� inversion of 

the reprlilsented obj�tivity of the frame of rlilferen�e of the 

order, M�Kinnon's theoreti�aliy breaches just su�h a distinction. 
. . '/" - 'i' .. " 

I'nstlilad of disputing the 'subje�tive' stigma sha �alls in qUlils-

tion the represented universality of' the stigmatizers. 

"Peminism," she writes, "does not see this view as 

subj�tive, partial or undetermined, � � m 9C!1igua e! �Q! 

It stands as a �ritique of the partiality, 

sp�ifi�ally of the mas�ulinity of su�h views; and finally as a 
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critique of the i�perative fer universality itself. ef aper-

spectivity as a strategy ef �ale hege�eny." (MacKinncn. unpub-

lished ms.141l 

,If We transpese the term Ner� hegemeny fer the censtruct 

male hegemeny, the "universality and partiality" ef prier acceunts 

can be grasped net as the particular perspective ef individual 

,men, but rather as that ef the censtituting analegy Man-as-Liber, 

a perspective which articulated its disceurse threugh its Nerm 

agents." In this centext her fermulatien ef the interrelatien 

between systems ef ,pewer and systems ef representatien. realizes 

Kiristeva's call fer a feminis� able te call in questien the very 

apparatus ef the order. (Kristeva, 1981> 

McKinnen first quetes Simene de 8eauveir: "Representatiens 

af the wcrld "De 8eauveir wrcte "like the werld itself, is the 

werk of men; they describe it frem their ewn peint ef view. which 

they cenfuse wi th absel ut'e truth'. 

McKinncn cemments. 

"The issue suggests that the parallel between represen­
tatien and constructien sheuld be sustained; that men 
create the warld fram their awn paint af view that this 
then beca�es the truth ta be described. This is a 
clesed syste�, nat anyane's ccnfusian. Power ta craate 
the werld fram an.'s awn paint af view is the paradigm 
af pawer in its male ferm." (MacKinnan, Unpublished 
MS.r41> 

Hawever as we have seen in the case af Guettel and Davis, 

the pawer ta create the wcrld frem a peint af view is n9! se much 
: '-' 

the pawer ef males er ef fe�ales, but rather that ef a secial 

greup. whese nerm peint ef view it is; the peint af view ef a 
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I class ; of its cultural system.> Here the point of view is dually 

ehJe5tiv� -- it is the point of view of the construct Man-as-

Labor, and subjective, that is, the frame of reference of women, 

in their implicit, class identity. And if Davis ' point of view 

is more flexible than that of Buettel it is precisely because she 

must experientially move in multiple frames of reference, only 
,.; 

one which, that of the intelligentsia, is the frame of reference , 

of the Norm. 

Hence Davis is able to chart the dangers of a Feminism that, 

Liberal or neo-Liberal, becomes 'immured in a narrow , provincia-

lism ' or that attempts to displace the class of classes, i. e. , 

multiple forms of supremacy, with a member of its class, i. e . ,  

slilxism. 

Here too Buettlill 's Marxist plilrspectivliI calls in question the 

strategy by which Shulamith Firestonlil attempts to make the sexism 

discourse acquire discursive suprlilmacy; to, in fact, make it, 

like the Marxist discourse, the general IiIquivalent of all modlils 

of ' opprlilssion' . 

"For FirlilStona all other oppressions stem from the original 
-

For example racism is a 

Justification for whites treating the blacks like children in the 

'family of man ' . "  This kind of feminist analysis, euet tlil 1 then 

points out by marginalizing racism, logically ignores the special 

position of Black women in a sexist, racist and class society. 

CBuettel, 1974) The paradox is that Firestone 's sex i sm-modlill 

reenacts the autonomi zed labor-model in whose context Guettel 

makes her critique. 

The consequence for a feminism -in-its-own-name of aut on 0-
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mi z i ng a sex ist frame of reference as an enti ty i n  i tsel f ,  rather 

than as one spec i f i c  fg� of resi stance to the system of soci al 

domi nat i on as a whol e ,  i s  that of fal l ing i nto the i deol ogy of 

a l l  modes of autonomi zat i on (Baudri l l ard , 1975 1 149 ) . Thi s  then 

makes i t  di f f i cul t for a f emi ni sm i n  its own name to make that 

f i nal thrust to conceptual i ze i tself outside of the compl i c i ty of 

the l aw. 

For what the speci al posi t i on of the B l ac k  woman suggests, 

and the hi story of that posi t i on ,  i s  that the Marx i an concept of 

exp l oi tati on ,  i s  on l y  one form of mul t i p l e  mechani sms of coercion 

and of domi nati on .  And as Foucau l t  suggests, th ... forms of 

coerci on ex i st and are i mpl emented at al l l evel s of the soc i ety; 

and we are al l i nvol ved as coercers and c oerced in a comp l ex 

system whose system of representat i ons and abducti on schema them-

sal ves cOerce us. (Foucaul t ,  1979 : 901 97) 

It i s  part of the cunn i ng of the code of c l assarchy that it 

d i spl aces host i l i ty from i tsel f  onto i ts representant agents, 

! who as Virgi n i a  Wool f  gl i mpsed , are as c oerced i nto thei r own 

rol es as guardi ans of the boundari es of the category system of 

cl assarchy as are those whom they ceorcs in the i mp l ementati on of 

the i r  guardi anshi p .  

Thus i n  commen t i n g  on the i nnumerab l e  books written b y  mal e 

prof essors 'provi ng ' the 'natural infer i or i ty '  of woman , Wool f 

comment I 

"How exp l a i n  the anger of the prof essors'? Why were 
they angr y. For when it came to analysi ng the 
i mpreSSion l ef t  by these books there was a lways an 
el ement of heat • • •  Anger I cal l ed i t .  But i t  was anger 
� had gone �rground !!!l!! mix ed i tseU � !!ll 
ki nds 9£ �� emoti ons • • •  Vet i t  seemed absurd • • •  that a 
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man wi th al l thi s  power should be angry, Or i s  
anger • • •  the attendant spr i te on power ; Ri c h  
peopl e  • • •  are of ten angry because they suspect t h a t  t h e  
poor want t o  sei z e  thei r �eal t h .  The prof essors or 
patri archs • • •  mi ght be angry for that reason part l y ,  bl 
part l y  for one that l i es a l i ttl e l ess obviousl y en the 
surf ace. Possi b l y  they were not angry at a l l .  .P.::I::.si b l  
when t h e  professor i nsi sted a l i tt l e  too emphat i c al l y 

' upon t he i nf er i or i t y  of �omen he was conc�rncd not w i t� 
: t hei r i n f er i ori ty Clut wi t h  h i s super i or i ty. That was 
, what he was protec t i ng rather hotheaded l y ,  and wi th t oo 
much emphasi s ,  because i t  was a jewel to h i m  of the 
rarest pri ce. " ! Nool f ,  1 957: 34-39), 

�ere. Wool f ' s recogni t i on of the al most objecti ve n�tur� of 

the Professor 's ' anger ' ,  l i nks a f emi ni st perspect i ve ,  comi ns 

through i ts own f r ame of reference, to a B l �,ck ·f ·- a"." of reTerence 

comi ng through i t s own . For Carter G .  Woodson too, i n  hi s tli§= 

ed�£�iiga ei ill! Negrg ( 1 933) a1 30 noted the same compul �i on ,  t o  

"demonstrate ' t h e  'natural i nf eri or i � y '  OT the Negro i n  t he 

or")<.In i = ,, \: i on of the scho l ar l y  curri cul um. In the schol ar l y  sys-

te.n o·f represen t at i ons, the Negro was compel I ed to ;: �tn.:: t i  on "'5 

the Loo k i ng Gl ass v i s; i cn of the 'Whi t e ' ;  .� ", _ 3 i �n desi gned ;;; . .:; 
" 

Thus as Woodson noted , i f  the Wh i te was everyt h i n g ,  i n  

i::'� .:: systam of representat i on the Bl ac k  was noth i ng .  Not on l y  

were 'b"lacks soci al i zed to have cont empt'. fOr themsel ves, Wh i t es 

too were soc i al i zed i nto bei ng l ynchers. There woul d be no 

l ynchers, Woodson wrote, if the l ynchi ng had not been prepared by 

the represent a t i on OT the Negro coded b y  the schol ar l y  system. 

Why not l ynch a race, Woodson as�ad. that every one has been 

taught i s  i nTeri or? 

H i s  an al ysi s of 'schol arsh i p ' on the Negro, noted that i t  

f o l l owed a patter n .  I f  the Wh i te was represented as the embod i -

ment of Reason , i n  h i story, the Negro was represented as i nca-
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pable of subdui ng passi on wi th reason, as being only fi t for 

thei r roles as hewers of wood and drawers of water . 

1933) 

(Woodson . 

Both perspecti ve s ,  that of femi n i sm and that of Black 'perso­

nalism' both then seeing from a L i mi nal/other perspect i ve .  are 

able to grasp the nature of the abductive log i c  of the system; of 

the 'object i ve '  nature of i ts laws of i ts funct i oni ng. Here 

Thomas Kunhn's recent poi nt about the teaching of the hi story of 

science i n  the school s ,  and the long subordi nation of the concrete 

facts of that hi story to the " i ncur able Whi ggi sness " of , a  repre­

sen'tat i on " 'more i ntent on prov i n g  the vi ctory of Reason-over­

Superst i t i on than w i th the hi story of sci ence i n  i t self " , (Kuhn, 

1972) also reveal s the logi c  of an abducti on schema , functi oning 

as a pOSi t i ve unconsci ous beyond the consc i ous i ntent i onal i ty of 

i ts bearers. (Foucault , 1 973) 

Femi n i sm-in-its-own-name takes the abducti on schema of 

classarchy as the obj ect of i t s  i nquiry; as the target of i ts 

struggle of transformati on .  I t  knows that there are n o  absolute 

vi cti ms or v i cti mi zers, that class supremacy arti culates i tself 

through multiple modes of supremacy i n  whi ch we are all i nvolved. 

Racial supremacy , cultural supremacy, sexuali ty supremacy , di s­

cursive supremacy, the l i ne between Norm and Other goes through 

all our consci ousnesses. 

And power as Foucault argues . "comes from below wi t h  no 

bi nary oppOSi t i on between rulElrs and ruled . n Instead "mani fold 

relat i onshi ps of force consti tute a general l i ne of for!:e" with 

major domi nati ons resulti ng as the hegemon i c  effects of all these 

confrontati ons. 



• 

However , where there i s  power, there i s  resistance, and the 

mul t i p l i c i ty of power rel ati onshi ps l ead to a mul t i pl i ci ty of 

pOints of resi stanc., present "everywhere in the power networ k " . 

Secause of t h i s, Foucaul t argues: 

There can be no . . . ..  sing l .  l ocus of Great Refusal , no 

soul of r.vol t .  source of al l r.be l l i ons or pure l aw of the 

r.vol uti onary> I nst.ad there l� � pl ural i ty 9£ resi s�inS��, each 

of them a speci al case • • •  And it i s  doubtl ess the strate g i c  

codi f i cati on of these points of resi stance that makes a revol u-

t i on possi b l . . .. (Foucaul t :  1979: 96-97) 

No pOint of resi stance to i ts own spec i f i c  mod. of coerci on 

can be fought in � terms e! � other , as Foucaul t and Del euze 

suggest i n  a recent i ntervi ew .  ,Thus i f  al l modes of resi stance 

are def i ned as a struggl e  agai nst expl oitat i on ,  one f orm of the 

' struggl e becomes hegemoni c ,  i . e . , the l abor mode of resi stance. 

Thi s mode then def i nes the targets, methods, p l aces and i nstru-

ments of confrontati on .  Other modes, accep t i ng the posi t i on of 

the ' l abor struggl e, a l so accept i ts • • •  i deology and i ts moti ves 

for combat . As a resul t t h i s  l eads 'to II total i denti f i cati on " .  

If the strugg l e  i s  d irected agai nst power and i ts forms 01 

coerci on however , then "al l those on ' whom power i s  exerci sed t! 

thei r  detrimen t ,  al l who f i nd i t  i ntol erab l e, can beg i n  the 

struggl e  on the i r  own terrai n and on the basi s of thei r proper 

acti vity ( or paSSi vi ty) . In engag i ng in a struggl e  that concerns 

thei r own i nterests, whose objecti ves they c l earl y  understand , 

!n9 ��� �gthods on l y  they can determi ne, they enter i nt o  a 

revoluti onary process. " (Foucaul t ,  1 9721 10) 



However , a f em i ni sm i n-i ts-own name, i f  i t  i s  not to b e  

i mmured i n  the narrow parti cul ar i sm of an autonomi zed f r ame of 

reference--and here Angel a Davi s g i ves an excel l ent anal ysi s of 

the temptat i ons to Wh i te supremacy that such a femin i sm f aces; to 

the ' centr i Ci ty ' of a Brownmi l l er who i n  defend i ng women against 

rape, rema i n s  obl i vi ous of the rol e she p l ays as the 'angry 

femal e professor " recyc l i ng ,  agai nst her wi l l ,  the most v i o l en t  

reprasentati on o f  al l ,  that of the b l ack-mal e-as-rap i st ( Davi s ,  

1 98 1 : 178) , obl i vious then o f  the massive psychosoci al coercion 

i nf l i cted on the l ower c l ass Bl ack mal e soc i al i zed to desire 

'pure whi t e  womanhood " as � status character i st ic of true ' 

manhood in a wor l d  i n  whi ch he i s  empi r i cal l y  depri ved of a l l the 

si gni f i ers of human hood in i t s  mi ddl e  c l ass mode -- must never-

thel ess seek to effect a strateg i c  uni versal codi ng of the mul t i -

p I e  pOints o f  resistance. 

In such strateg i C  cod i ng an autonomous femi n i sm d i sp l aces 

the concept of cap i tal i sm -- the economi c  expressi on of a 

cul tural order -- w i th that of c l assarchy. I t  d i spl aces the 

concept of exp l oi tat i on wi th that of a mode of cal cul at i on made 

to seem l eg i t i mate by mul t i pl e mechani sms of coerci on ,  c h i ef of 

wh i ch i s  the system of representat i ons cycl ed and recycl ed by th e 
1 2  

schol ar l y  system according to the governi ng categor i es of the 

morphogenet i c  f antasy. 

Since thi s fantasy i s  encoded not onl y  in our everyday 

prax i s, modes of sel f  percep t i on and desi re, but in our very mode 

of i denti f i cati on ,  rooted i n  our subj ec ti v i t i es----and we must 

not, Foucaul t warns us, t h i n k  of 'sub j ecti v i ty as quite deep and 
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natural and not determined by soc i a l  and pol i t i cal factors. The 

subject i vi ty that psychoanal ysts deal w i t h  • • •  we must be l ib erated 

from that type of subjec t i v i t y .  W e  are pri soners o f  certai �  

concep t i ons of oursel ves and of our behaviour . We have to change 

our own subject i vi t y ,  our own rel at i on to oursel ves ( Foucaul t ,  

1979: 5 ) -----a shi f t  out of t h i s  f antasy, thi s  abduc t i on schema 

where thought i tsel f becomes i mpossi b l e  ( Bateson) cannot take 

p l ace wi thout a consci ous cul tural revol ut i on on the part of a l l 

the Li mi nal categor i es. 

For i t  i s  the Li minal categori es of every order who are 

al one ab l e, Asmaron Legesse points out , to remind us that ' WE 

need not f orever remain pri soners of our prescr i pti ons ' ;  i t  i s  

the l i mi nal category who 'generates consci ous change by exposin� 

al l the i njusti ces i nherent in structure" (Asmaron Legesae, 

1 973: 27 1 >  

I f  the specificity of f emi n i am l i es i n  the spec i f i ty of our 

experi ences =a women i n  a mal e-def i ned wor l d ,  thi s wor l d  i s  onl y  

one of the forms o f  a cl ass-defi n.d wor l d ,  represented through • 

ser i es of Norm def i n i t i on s . '  Such a worl d depends f or i t� 

normal cy on the Look i ng Gl ass Vi si on of mul t i p l e  Li mi nal catego-

r i es, inc l ud i ng the Limi nal category of the Proletar i at who ,  a! 

Baudr i l l ard points out, i s  as l ocked i nto his c l ass atatus as thl 

Bl ac k  i n  Race, the woman in gender. (Baudr i l l ar d ,  1975> 

Thi s  d i al ec t i c  between the part i cul ar i ty of our OWl 

exper i ence as women i n  a mal e-def ined wor l d  and our uni versal i ty 

as a consti tut i ve part of the Li mi nal category i n  a Norm-def i ne' 

wor l d ,  reveal s that we cannot seek a separate peace, as we hay 



been tend i ng to do s i nce the S i x t i es, that our l i berati on as 

women must be necessari l y  co-evo l ut i onary w i th a general l i bera­

t i on � concrete men and women from the governing categor i es of 

Western classarchy; from the master concepti ons of i ts " gl obal 

tyranni s i ng d i scourses'. (Foucau l t ,  1 980 : 83) 

Edward Hal l i n  Beyond Culture ( 1 974) conti nues i n  the 'fi el d  

of d i scovery' opened b y  the movements of the Sixti es, and cal l s  

for an end to cul tural i l l i teracy, i .e. , our i l l i teracy about the 

'cul tural model . i n  whi ch we l i ve ,  about i ts standard presuppos i ­

ti ons, and i ts 'deep undercurrents ' wh i ch structure our l ives. 

atti tudes. act i on s .  dec i s i on s  'i n subtl e  but h i gh l y  consi stent 

ways that are not . conscious l y  formul ated ••• (and ) • • .• that are onl y  

now begi nn i ng to ba identi f i ed . " He goes on to point out that 

man must embark on the greatest separat i on feat of al l ,  the 

separati on from the " g r i p  of an unconsc i ous cul ture (Hal l ,  

1974 : 240) 

A fem i n i sm i n  i t s  own name takes as i ts pri mary theoreti cal 

task, that of creati ng the awareness cal l ed for by Mi chael Real , 

the awareness of the coerci ve force of symbol s, of systems of 

representati on s ;  of the i r  v i o l ence even. We must become con­

sci ous, Real argues " of the l ong range and l arge sca l e  effects of 

establ i sh i ng the domi nant symbol i c  conf i gurati ons i n  the m i nds of 

entire soc i et i es prov i d i ng ei ther construct i ve or destructi ve 

understandi ngs of , and approaches to v i o l ence, sexua l i ty, perso­

nal identi ty" (Real , 1 977 : 269 ) 

A femi n i sm i n  i t s  own name therefore turns 'material i st 

" l ogi c '  on i ts head. Not the contrad i c t i on between the rel at i ons 

of product i on and the f orces of producti on as the spur to change, 
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but rather the non-congruence between the i ntenti onal i ty of a 

cultural model, rapi dly changi ng histori cal forces , and the major 

aspirations of women towards freedom i n  our age. (Edel, 1990) 

A f eminism i n  i ts own name therefore seeks that Coperni can 

revoluti on i n  the human sci ences whi ch can enable us to control 

and govern those morphogeneti c fantasies which now determine us. 

It def ines i ts role as that of acting as a consti tuti ve part of 

the global popular cultural revolution, one which will offer to 

manki nd a breakthrough tnat goes even beyond the i nvention by the 

Western middle classes, of the natural sci ences. 

"The self-conscious human organi sm , "  Mi chael Real 
wri tes, "possesses uni que communicati ve abi lities, an 
ani mal s¥mbolicum a� Ernst Cassirer summari zed i t  • • •  

Previ ous cultures may have been born of necessi ty. 
Wi th the growth i n  human abi l i ty to understand and 
control symbols, '  and, through them, the environment , 
pre_nt and future cultures ' become' matters of consci ous 
choi ce. " (Real, 1977 : 269) 

'� /J.t . 



FOOTNOTES 

1 .  As Jul i et Mi tche l l points out , i n  patri archy i t  i s  
" • • •  f ather s ,  not men , who have the determinate power . And 
i t  i s  a quest i on nei ther of bi ol ogy, nor of a speci f i c 
soc i ety but of human soci ety i tsel f . "  ( Jul i et  Mi tche l l ,  
1 974: 408-409) 

2 .  I have devel oped the concept of a speC i at i on code f or humans 
f rom Loui s Mayr 's book on the vari ation of the sp eci es. I 
have argued e l sewhere tht cul tural systems act as " i sol at i ng 
mechan i sms " and therefore act essent i al l y  as " speci at i on "  
systems. The abducti on schema of the order therefore beg i ns 
w i th th i s  spec i f i c mode of sel f -def i n i t i on ;  and i s  deri ved 
from i t  • 

.. 
-'> .  Rorty quotes Char l es Tayl er ' s  i dea that man i s  a se l f ­

def i n i ng animal so that w i th every change i n  h i s  def i n i t i on ,  
there are changes i n  the terms i n  which he must b e  
conceptua l l y  grasped . (Rerty, 1 98 1 :  350) 

4. See bi b l i ography f or the Mayr ref erence. Cf . Paul 
Sol dstene ' s  l i nkage of the Newton i an parad i gm to the Lockean 
formul ati on .  He argues that Lockean Li beral i sm emerged out 
of the Newton i an revo l ut i on i n  whi ch " a l l rea l ms of human 
concerns are subject to the natural l aws wh i ch control the 
un i verse, the earth and man . " ( See Sol dstene, 1 977: 1 1- 1 2 )  

5. In h i s  d i scussi on of the work of Bateson , Li pset refers to 
Wh i tehead and Russe l l ' s proposi t i on that when a cl ass of 
c l asses - such as machinery - i s  conf used wi th a member of 
i ts cl ass, such as typewri ter or record-pl ayer s ,  a l og i cal 
contradi cti on deve l op s .  ( See Li pset , 1 980: 1 89- 1 90 )  

6. The Jeff erson i an al g ebrai C formu l a  is gi ven to show hoN many 
"un i ts of whi te b l ood" was necessary to " breed " a b l ac k  man 
i nto a c i t i zen . For the f ormu l a ,  see Sary Wi l l s , 1 979. 

7 .  Q��ig�Q�al i sm ,  i . e . ,  Western chauvi n i sm ,  reenacts gender , 
cl ass and race chauv i n i sms at the l evel of cul ture, i . e . ,  
cul tural i sm .  Fanon d i scusses the rol e that " t h e  
uni l atiiirarry decreed normati ve val ue " of Western cul ture 
p l ays i n  the power-prest i ge h i erarch i z at i on of the wor l c  
system. See Fanon , 1 964. 

Asmarom Legesse ana l yz es the way in wh i ch the a pr i or 
assumpt i on that Western cul ture i s  super i or t o  al l othel 
cul tures l eads to a c l osed d i scourse made unsc i ent i f i c  b' 

unacknowl edged "cul tural l oyal t i es. " ( See Legesse, 1 973 
273-274) 
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For the f ormul ati on of the concept of a cl oseo .. y.. ....... � ,  

d i scourse, the " c l osed predi cament " vs . the "open 
predi cament of a sci ant i f 1 c  f ramework "  see Rob i n  Hor ton , 
"Afri can Thought and Wastern SCi ence , " p p .  1 53- 1 55 i n  B .  R. 
Wi l son , ed. , B§1igns!i t�, Evanston, New Yor k ,  1 970. 

B. Sol shen i t syn revea l s the ways i n  wh i ch the metaphysi cal use 
of the l abel " kul ak " ,  i . e . ,  as the anti thesi s to the norm of 
product i ve l ab or ,  enab l ed the l eg i t i mat i on of the reduc t i on 
of the peasantry to the object of " pr i mary accumul a t i on , " 
See Sol shen i tsyn , 1973: 55. 

9 .  

1 0 .  

Renato Rosal do 
i n versi on " i n  
I l ongots as the 
character i sti cs. 

deve l op s  Middl eton ' s  concept of " symbol i c  
whi ch " the col oni z ers used the nomad i c  
opposed term to the i r  own 'moral l y  i deal ' 

See Rosal do , 1978 : 254. 

H i ndess and 
d i scourse or 
soc i al p r ax i s ,  
fer th. other. 

H i r st conceptua l i ze the r e l a t i on between a 
theer.ti cal system and i ts rel ated forms of 
wi th eac� provi di ng the condi t i on of exi stence 
, See Hi ndess and Hirst , 1 977: 27 1 -276. 

1 1 .  Cut l er ,  H i ndess and H i r st point out that " i f  agents are to 
engage i n  monetary cal cul ati on then , si nce ' monetry 
cal cul at i on i s  � an ineecn attr i bute , d ef i ni te mod.s 21 
ssl culsloi2n must be cul tural l y  avai l ab l e . " See Cut l er ,  
H i nd.ss, Hi rst , 1 977: 271 -276. 

1 2 .  Baud ri l l ard argues that " th e  schol ar l y  and cul tural systems 
are permi t ted t o  have f ormal autonomy ( • • •  theor i z ed as 
democrat i c  and uni versal truth . • . ) so that through t h i s  
autonomy-ef f ect , t h e  system can better carry out ' i ts 
i deol og i cal l funct i on '  and renew most eff i cac i ous l y the 
dominant soc i al rel at i ons. " He reverses the terms o f  the 
anal ysi s .  Instead of the economi c  system produc i ng 
rel at i on s  of product i on ,  i t  i s  the scho l ar l y  system tht 
p l ays " the d ec i si ve rol e i n  the producti on of soc i al 
r e l at i on s , " whi l st on the other hand the " econom i c can 
appear i n  our soc i et i es as the • • •  p l ace • • • of l east 
conservati sm i n  soc i al rel ati ons. " See Baudr i l l ar d ,  
1975: 1 42 .  
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