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106 THE ANALYTICAL VISION 

gency is to acquire a language which expresses the woman's grasp 
of reality as present and immediate; even in love, such urgency 
must not be suspended. 

NOTES 

1. This much-anthologized poem is perhaps best identified by its open-
ing six lines: 

What is Africa to me? 
Copper sun or scarlet sea, 
Jungle star or jungle track, 
Strong bronzed men, or regal black 
Women from whose loins I sprang 
When the birds of Eden sang. 

Arna Bontemps, ed., American Negro Poetry (New York: Hill & 
Wang, 1963), p. 83. 

2. James Baldwin, Go Tell It on the Mountain (New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, 1953), p. 91. 

3. James Baldwin, Blues for Mister Charlie (New York: Dial Press, 
1964), Act III, p. 125. 

4. James Baldwin, If Beale Street Could Talk (New York: Dial Press, 
1974), pp. 196-97. 

5. Ibid., pp. 58-59. 
6. Ibid. 
7. Ibid., pp. 76-77. 
8. Ibid., p. 81. 
9. Ibid. 
10. Ibid., p. 79. 
11. Ibid., p. 68. 
12. Intended to be read by Lionel Trilling at the Jane Austen Bicen­

tennial Conference at the University of Alberta, October 1975, 
"Why We Read Jane Austen" was not delivered by the author, who 
was too ill to attend. Trilling died in November 1975. Picking up 
observations made by Clifford Geertz, the distinguished anthro­
pologist, Trilling shares many insights into the epistemology of cul­
ture with a discussion of Javanese and Balinese societies as an aspect 
of his own argument (The Times Literary Supplement, March 5, 
1976, pp. 250-52). The essay is unfinished. · 

13. Toni Morrison, Sula (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1974), 
p. 105. 




